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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 


THE principal design of this little publication is to defend the sanctity 
of the Christian Sabbath against some of the present and most 
prevalent modes by which it is violated;—and especially against 
the very common practice of encouraging public bakehouses in the 
baking of dinners. The gospel is much scandalized by professors 
of religion giving countenance to such a custom ; and it is hoped that 


they will in particular consider the arguments advanced in these pages 


with the greatest candour; and, whilst possessing a disposition to 
please God and to do the thing that is right, it is scarcely doubted but 
that they will ‘‘ go and sin no more,’’ by the countenance they give 
the baker to exercise his trade on the Lord’s-day, and thereby to 
neglect the means of grace to the destruction of his soul. 

It is scarcely anticipated that persons who make no pretensions to 
serious godliness will acknowledge the sinfulness of baking on the 
Sunday, whilst religious professors continue the practice: and betwixt 
this practice and other forms of profaning the Sabbath, there is such a 
proximity, that it is not to be expected that a decent observance of the 
Lord’s-day will be regarded by worldly men, until the godly display 
greater attachment to the precepts of their professed Lord and Master, 
than to the indulgence of the appetite in a baked dinner; or in that 
food which occupies much time and care in cooking. 

Long-accustomed habits and popular opinions, we are aware, are 
not very easily overcome; and menare not readily persuaded to believe 
that to be wrong, which they have long been in the habit of believing 
to be right. And nothing is more common than for persons to be 
deceived in moral practices and religious notions ; for ‘the heart is 
deceitful above all things and desperately wicked.’ It is likewise no 
evidence of safety, or the being right, when a person has never altered 
his views and practices in reference either to God or the state of his 
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own soul. An appeal to originality of conduct and sentiment, in this 
respect, is no commendation; no more than that which is the most 
admired and defended in the world, and which has the greatest number 
of partisans; ‘for that which is highly esteemed among men is 
abomination in the sight of God.”? And ‘‘straight is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it.” 

In offering this production on a subject so unpopular, to the careful 
perusal of those into whose hands it may fall, the writer begs to state 
that he lays no claim to any of the admired excellencies of authorship, 
unless it be that of truth: he writes not to please, but to profit; and 
is not very mindful of the animadversions of the critic, or the manner 
and style of his composition. 

“In conclusion, it may be necessary just to remark, that the greatest 
obstacle in the way of producing conviction in the minds of profane 
persons and pharisaical professors of religion, by, publications which 
are pointedly and scripturally practical and experimental mess that they 
tanical and methodistical ; with which terms is generally 
associated a variety of ideas truly frightful and alarming, 80 as to form 
a barrier to the judgment and the conscience, every way invulnerable 
to the most convincing arguments which are founded upon evangelica] 
And it is of no consequence whence these arguments may 
hether from an Episcopalian, a Presbyterian, ora Dissenter, 
If any one, however, of the characters described, should. be induced to 
peruse these pages, he is particularly cautioned egamnst his native 
prejudices, and those popular gutcries which are mara. In reference to 
writings of this kind, which receive the stigma of making “too much 
ado about religion,’”’ and the being ‘‘ righteous over-much,”’ But, if 
possible, let him dispense with all the prejudices of education, and the 
prevailing sentiments of an age of expediency ; not forgetting, — 


« That TrutH should be thy object of research, 
Where e’er thou go’st,---to chapel or to church.” 


are puri 


principles. 
proceed, w 


Ty Cs 
Cambridge, July, 1828. 


INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS 


TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


NEARLY twenty years have elapsed since the first issue of 
this small publication. The writer was led into conversation 
one evening with three or four individuals, who were heads 
of families, on the subject of baking dinners at a public 
oven ; he protesting against the practice as an infringement 
on the sanctity of the christian Sabbath, whilst they argued 
in favor of it. At the close of the debate, the whole of the 
advocates of the system were candid enough not only to 
allow that their reasonings were fairly overturned, but that 
they would desist in future from the bakehouse on the 
Lord’s-day, to which they had been accustomed to send 
their dinners. They likewise urged him to print the 
substance of what he had said on the occasion, and which 
had produced so decided a conviction on their minds that 
the practice was altogether wrong and indefensible. They 
judged that many persons did it ignorantly and through 
inconsideration, as themselves had done; but who would, 
if rightly informed, perceive the evil and avoid it. 

The writer has the gratification to learn that the perusal 
of the pamphlet has induced many to adopt his suggestions; 
whilst it has come to his knowledge likewise that a few 

‘bakers, from the same source of information, have had 
their minds enlightened to an extent that induced them to 
close their bakehouses and ovens against their Sabbath 
customers at the risk of consequences. 

AS 
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That the work might be made more generally useful, 
some of the more prevalent forms of Sabbath profanation 
have been introduced. A few extracts are inserted from 
the Commentary of Dr. Adam Clarke, on the nature and 
obligations of the Christian Sabbath ; with a quotation from 
the admirable work of the Rey. J. A. James, entitled 
“Christian Fellowship, or the Church Member’s Guide ;” 
and also a paragraph from the Rey. G. Burder’s Sermon 
on the Sabbath. A few other extracts will also be found, 
which are duly acknowledged, all bearing on the same 
deprecated topic. 

The exemplification of a christian duty, in individual 
practice, is often more attractive, and found to make a 
deeper impression on the mind, than what explications and 
arguments are capable of. There is truth in the proverb, 
«“ Practice is before precept.” The writer knows a man, 
with whom he is particularly intimate, and can vouch the 
correctness of his statement, that for the last thirty-five 
the period he has been a member of a christian 
church, and twenty-seven of which an itinerant minister, 
he has never to his recollection posted a letter on the 
Lord’s-day, save one, which is thirty-four years ago; nor 
during the same time ever availed himself of a public 
conveyance to travel on the Sabbath, either on the rails, 
or by coach or cart, or any other similar mode of travelling. 
His conscientious scruples in this particular, however, he 
admits, have subjected him to occasional lengthened walks, 
which have added considerably to the heavy ministerial 
labour of the day. The sympathy of his friends for so 
doing has not always been excited. But it scarcely need 
be doubted that “ the testimony of his conscience” has 
more than compensated for the additional fatigue endured, 
and for the frown of contempt, or the smile of indifference, 
with which he has had to meet. It is a statement of his, 
likewise, that for more than twenty years he has been a 
family man, and in the lapse of which time there has never 


years, 
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been a dinner cooked out of his own house on the Lord’s- 
day, nor any member of his family detained at home from 
the morning services of the sanctuary, in order to cook the 
dinner. Tea or coffee, with a little cold meat, will be found 
an excellent substitute, in the place of much providing and 
cooking, and the detention of any one for that purpose 
from the house of God. By the insertion of particulars 
relative to the conduct of the writer’s acquaintance, whilst 
he is ready to defend his proceedings in what is advanced, 
he has no intention to set him forth as a perfect model 
of christian morals and excellence. And what of rectitude 
of conduct he has, or may seem to have, he disclaims all 
dependence on which as meritorious, deeply conscious that 
the mercy of God in Christ Jesus is the only refuge of hope 
to any sinner, and at all times. The oft-repeated stanza 
of the hymn, seems best to express the sentiments of his 
heart,— 

“In my hand no price I bring, 

Simply to thy cross I cling.”” 


Probably some may say, Is not this to “strain ata gnat, 
and swallow a camel’’?? But who swallows the camel ? 
and where is the gnat? Is a positive divine precept a 
‘gnat? Is it not rather the camel? “Remember and keep 
holy the Sabbath day.” See Isaiah lviii. 13, 14. Some 
may call it perverseness and obstinacy. And why? If it 
were a matter of indifference, and stood apart from the will 
of God, then the reflection, as to obstinacy, might be more 
strongly suspected. But does not this opposition arise, 
not from a more enlightened mind, but rather from a 
disposition or motive that is termed expediency ? and which 
is to make all things bend to temporal conveniencies and 
worldly interests. Was it an obstinate disposition that 
actuated Moses when he “refused to be called the son of 
Pharoah’s daughter?’’—or Daniel, not to desist from prayer 
as usual, at the risk of the lion’s den?—or the three 
Hebrew children in their opposition to the king’s decree, 
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and for their constancy in the refusal to yield compliance, 
were cast into the burning fiery furnace? What is to be 
made of these transactions? The miracle of their deliver- 
ance justified their conduct, and demonstrated their motive 
to be pure. They were not time-servers, nor under the 
influence of either expediency or obstinacy. They were 
resolutely good; and were under the influence of religious 
principle. This principle is founded upon Divine right,— 
the right of God to command, and the obligation of man 
to obey. And no other power, either in earth or heaven, 
has the right to interpose the authority of God. In 
religious principle, therefore, a righteous person acts from 
a settled conviction in his mind that God would have him 
to do thus; and that independently of the doctrine of 
consequences, whether as to pecuniary profit or loss. He 
fears God and escheweth evil. And in his movements he 
does not follow as his guide any secret impressions and 
imaginations of his own mind, as to what is nee? but the 
plain unsophisticated doctrines and ae @ he. 
Scriptures. The Bible, and the Bible only, is his sole. 
directory. The life of God also in his soul, to which he 
has attained “through sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of the truth,” engages his constant effort in its 


maintenance. “Hold that fast which thou hast, that no 


man take thy crown.” , un: i 
It is necessary that evangelical Christians of this 


country should look well uP principles,—and to right 
principles, as it is quite possible that the time may come, 
and not be far distant, when the Protestant faith will be 
subjected to a more general and severe test than it ever 
has been in modern times, not excepting the reign of 
“bloody Queen Mary.” From certain views which are 
taken of prophecy by some learned men, it would seem 
that the Papacy is once more to gain the zenith of its 
ambitious project, and hold the reigns (though but for a 
short time) in its wonted cruelty and tyrannical usurpation. 
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The aspect of the times affords ground to fear that this 
interpretation of prophecy is more than conjectural. Less 
than thirty years ago, who would have thought that Popery 
could possibly have made those rapid advancements it has 
in this country? All parties, more or less, are lending 
their aid to its exaltation. Legislators, politicians, 
historians, and even divines, are its abettors, in one form 
or other, and some its most strenuous supporters. Numbers 
are melting before its influence ; whilst others, from whom 
better intentions were cherished, are found not only to 
desist from aggressive opposition, but to sink into apathy 
and Laodicean indifference. ‘The emancipation from civil 
disabilities (a question of serious doubt, as to right, when 
the Bible and Protestant principles of the British Constitu- 
tion are righteously weighed,) was followed by the 
Maynooth endowment, and which is to be succeeded at 
the first opportunity, as avouched by influential authority, 
by the endowment also of the Romish priesthood in 
Ireland. 

It is the judgment of many enlightened and sound- 
hearted Protestants, that it is neither just nor safe to grant 
unlimited toleration,—especially to include the prerogative 
of legislation, to a system which allows none in return, 
and which aims at the attainment of a power, which when 
attained, would undoubtedly use it coercively in the 
suppression both of civil and religious liberty. Would it 
be right to admit a person as a juryman in a case of liberty 
or life, who has malicious, or otherwise evil intentions 
against the party accused, in a court of justice ? The 
interposition of Providence in the ascendancy of Pro- 
testantism in Great Britain is strikingly displayed : and no 
less so the riches of Divine grace in individual piety, and 
fidelity to the King of saints, in the raising up of a noble 
army of martyrs, whereby the links of Popery were broken, 
and the dominancy of the ‘Man of Sin” was overthrown. 
When we consider the blood of our forefathers which was 
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shed in this contest, and the evident tokens of the hand of 
God in the achievement, leading on to the victory, is it 
consistent with duty and gratitude to the Redeemer, to be 
careless of the vantage ground the religion of the country 
has assumed? Beneath the shadow of Protestant principles 
all parties may dwell in peace and safety. Those who 
avouch adherence to them, what station soever in society 
they hold, should use all their influence, whether small or 
great, to withstand the subtle, deceptive, and intriguing 
insinuations of the Papacy. The repulsion given by one 
of old to an insiduous foe, who was making advances under 
similar pretensions, is a monitary lesson to a Protestant 
nation: “Iam doing a great work, so that I cannot come 
down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and 
come down to you?” Our shield of protection is the 
Almighty; but if we withdraw our trust from him, and 


confide in human policy, the safeguard has departed. 
Say not that Roman Catholicism is not now what it 


once was, and that there is nothing to fear. This is an 
evasion, and a fallacy which may easily be refuted. Pop ery 
is unchanged and unchangeable. It arrogates infallibility ; 
consequently it has never erred; neither can it with any 
possibility ever CT. Its proceedings and intentions are 
not to be judged of by what may be perceived of its 
existence in 4 free country, where its power is not 
ascendent. There it assumes a spirit of docility and 
gentleness, and a zeal for liberty, which often extends even 
to ultraism, with the exception of occasional outbreaks of 
volcanic smoke and fiery lava, which indicate the dreadful 
resources of combustion within its bowels, and ready to be 
belched forth when the favorable opportunity arrives. To 
know what Popery is,—and what it was from what it is,— 
for in principle it is always alike,—read Elliott’s ‘‘Delinea- 
tion of Roman Catholicism,” a book of amazing research ; 
—peruse Fox’s “ Book of Martyrs,””—obtain D’Aubigne’s 
“ History of the Reformation ;”—look at and consider well 
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the practical exemplification it affords to liberty of con- 
science in Italy, Spain, and Portugal ;—and forget not the 
recent proceedings at Madeira, Tahiti, and elsewhere. 
France is not to be considered an example of Popish 
liberality. The degree of concession it has made to 
Protestantism, has been extorted chiefly by infidel principles 
which in the struggle for liberty from the Popedom, de- 
throned and beheaded the king, and deluged the land with 
blood. But the priests are exerting a secret and powerful 
influence, at the present, in that country, to work their 
way towards the amalgamation of the state and the civil 
power with the hierarchy of Rome. The end, however, is 
clearly defined. This system of error, of falsehood, and 
superstition ; of bigotry, tyranny, cruelty, and blood, is to 
go into perdition. ‘The Lord will consume” it “ with 
the spirit of his mouth, and destroy with the brightness of 
his coming.” But what the interval may be, none can 
tell. Humanity revolts at the idea of the rekindling of 
the flames of Smithfield, of Oxford, and other places, to 
consume to ashes the persons of any part of the present 
or future generation of pious Protestants. All that can be 
done to avert the doleful evil should be attempted. 
Recourse should be had to every constitutional means, 
whilst the country retains its present liberty ; and by holy 
living, and fervent prayer to Almighty God, that the grand 
device of Popery, which is the masterpiece of Satan’s 
devices, may be frustrated. Then there might be hope; 
which appears to many only like the light that flitters in 
the socket. May God arise in defence of his people! 
“ Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder 
of wrath shalt thou restrain.” 

The introduction of these views which the writer 
entertains on this popular, and to some intricate subject, 
must not be ascribed to a malevolent feeling towards the 
Roman Catholics themselves. He would not hurt a how 
of their head; nor interdict them by any means, in the 
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least degree, any more than he would the Pagans, the 
Mahometans, or the Jews, in the exercise of their religious 
worship. Eyery person has a right to be of what religion 
he pleases,—or of no religion at all, independently of 
physical force, or the coercion of ore party by another. 
It is not persons, but the system, which is assailed. But 
are there not Catholics to be found who are much better 
than many Protestants? Undoubtedly there are. The 
former live above their professed principles, the latter 
beneath them. ‘There is no reason, however, on that 
account, that any latitudinarian vagaries should be 
cherished. Whilst men live in an unrenewed state, 
whatever may be their creed, there is scarcely any in- 
consistency and moral enormity into which they may not 
be led. Where Protestants are wicked, cruel, and bigoted, 
or persecutors of others, it is not the religion they profess 
that gives countenance to, or in any wise tolerates, the 
spirit and conduct by which they are influenced. They 
are of the world. And if Popery should ever prevail in 
this country, they would as soon become Papists as remain 
Protestants; and then, as likely as not, would rank amongst 
the foremost exterminators of all heretics; for ‘‘ the carnal 
mind is enmity against God,” and against all who love the 
Bible, and walk according to its rules. Wicked and 
ungodly men, under the banner of Popery, are sanctioned 
and encouraged, by the horrible pretence that they are 
doing God service, to put to death all such as faithfully 
adhere to apostolical christianity. This is a principle of 
the apostate Roman Catholic church; and the priesthood 
of which cannot but know it to be such, and no doubt they 
would be found staunch abettors of their creed. 

But probably it is asked, What has all this to do with 
Sabbath-breaking? Much every way, as addressed to 
religious professors, in the recognition of sterling godly 
principle, and the retributive consequences which may be 
looked for, in the order of God’s righteous government of 
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his people and the nations of the earth. For as the 
desecration of the Sabbath is one of the most prominent 
and extensive vices of the age, it has accumulated a fearful 
amount of guilt, which justly provokes the displeasure of 
the Almighty; and for which, as a National crime, the 
country 1s menaced with the scourge of Popish domination. 
Look, therefore, at the aspect of this enemy, the chain of 
which is being lengthened, and whilst yet restrained, is 
ready to be let loose upon us. There seems little chance 
of escape, unless a strictly conscientious regard be paid to 
Christian morals, and especially to the sanctity of the 
Lord’s-day, in connexion with the maintenance of “the 
faith once delivered to the saints,” and for which the 
church of believers is exhorted, by apostolic authority, to 
“earnestly contend.’”’* 

But it is time these prefatory observations were brought 
to a close, or they would soon extend beyond the substance 
of the work itself. The former edition having been 
exhausted some years ago, with the exception of a few 
copies, and being requested by friends at different times to 
re-issue the work, as being in their judgment of utility, the 
writer has presumed to send forth this second edition. 
And he doés so, not so much because a few individuals are 
pleased to desire it, and to speak favourably of the pro- 
duction; but more especially has he been urged to it by 
the sad profanation of the Sabbath in the place where he 
now resides. Ona Sunday morning, various parts of the 
town seem all in commotion, as though it were market-day. 
There are Butchers, Bakers, Barbers, Green-grocers, 


* The truly amiable and undaunted John Bradford, when brought 
to the stake in Smithfield, ‘‘ he took a faggot and kissed it, and the 
stake likewise. Then having put off his clothes, he stood by the stake, 
and lifting up his eyes and hands towards heaven, said, ‘O England, 
England, repent of thy sins, repent of thy sins; beware of idolatry ; 
beware of antichrist; take heed they do not deceive ‘thee |’ ’—The 
Sunday School Teacher’s Magazine, Jan. 1847, page 5. 
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Fruiterers, and certain petty craftsmen, in the exercise of © 


their trades, with shops open, and goods exposed for sale; 


whilst numbers of the inhabitants wickedly afford their 
countenance and support. When “ Paul waited at Athens — 


his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly 
given to idolatry.” Well may a man’s feelings be aroused, 


if he have any just concern for the glory of God, the — 


welfare of his country, and the rescue of souls from 
damnation, when the laws of God are trampled upon with 
impunity, and that before his own eyes, and by sinners in 
the vicinity of his residence. The language used in the 
composition of the work is plain and pointed. The only 
object had in view, is the conviction of the guilty, the 
abandonment of the evil of their way, and their conversion 
to God. 

That the title-page might more fully comprehend the 
subject of the work, the present wording has been sub- 
stituted in the place of the former, which ran thus ; 
« Remarks on the Wickedness and Danger of Sabbath 
Breaking and Sunday Baking, as standing opposed to 
National Prosperity and the Salvation of the Soul; with 
Extracts,” &e. With the exception of a few verbal 
alterations, and the addition of a new article or two, the 
work is substantially the same as the former edition; and 
‘which the writer now commits, a second time,—sensible 
as he is of some of its deficiencies, to the prayers of the 
pious, and the blessing of Almighty God. 


SpearorD, May, 1847. 


SABBATH DESECRATION. 


Ir is a subject of speculation and doubt, whether genuine 
religion in the present day, is proportionable to the 

‘ profession of it, as it was in times past when the means 
of religious instruction were very limited, and the number 
of those who acknowledged the authority of the Bible, in 
the government of their conduct, was considerably smaller. 
Be this as it may, there evidently is a great danger of 
practical and experimental piety declining, in this fashion- 
able age of religious profession, by the introduction of 
mere nominal and formal professors into the different 
sections of the Christian church ;—persons who have never 
been truly awakened to a sense of their lost condition as 
sinners, nor brought to feel the obligations under which 
they are laid to God, in their submission to his law as 
holy, and just, and good; and who display, if not in word, 
yet in spirit and deportment, that they have liberty to 
dispense with what is not agreeable to their carnal 
inclinations. 

The evident proximity that exists betwixt the world 
and the church, will annihilate, without care on the part of 
the faithful, the essentials of Christianity; and so make way 
for the introduction of theoretical speculations in theology, 
and in the end Antinomianism, Socinianism, and all kinds 
of scepticism, until the religion of Jesus Christ will retain 
nothing but the mere name and ceremonies in the pro- 
fessing church, even if it do these. 


16 THE NECESSITY OF 


This is an age in which many very laudable attempts - 


are made to diffuse religious light and knowledge through 
the earth; men of learning, of influence, and of property, 


are lending their aid in this noble undertaking; so that 
nothing appears to be wanting for the defence of the out — 


posts of our common Christianity. But excellent as these 
attempts are, it must be admitted that genuine piety and 
godly simplicity are essentially necessary to preserve the 
citadel. Is there not danger, lest by over attention in 
reconnoitring the enemy without the camp, and in the 
admiration of the bulwarks of our Zion, we perish in the 
city, through conformity to the world, laxity of morals, 
and deadness to God? like unto the Babylonians, under 
the reign of Belshazzar, who, boasting of their walls and 
trusting in their external fortifications, whilst neglecting 
internal order and government, by a stratagem of Cyrus, 
fell an easy prey to the sword of their enemies in the very 
enclosure of their imperial city. ‘‘ Holiness to the Lord,” 
should be the motto of every professor of religion: and 
this holiness can take its rise only in the justification of 
our persons through faith in the merits of the blood of 
Christ, and the regeneration of the soul by the power of 
the Holy Ghost: whilst it is expedient that such as “ have 
believed in God might be careful to maintain good works.” 
For the faith that works by love and purifies the heart, is 
made perfect by submission to the will of God, and 
obedience to his commandments. Faith is an active 
grace, in the exercise of which, agreeably to the Scriptures, 
we are then “perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 
Without the possession and constant maintenance of this 
holiness, it will be impossible for any person to stand the 
fiery ordeal that shall try every man’s work at the last 
day, however zealously he may have conducted himself in 
advocating the cause of religion. “ Many will say to me 
in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name? and in thy name have cast out devils ? and in thy 
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name done many wonderful works? And then will I 
profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me ye 
that work iniquity.” A personal interest in the death of 
the Redeemer, so as to change our hearts and form us new 
creatures in Christ Jesus, is absolutely necessary to secure 
our eternal salvation. ‘Take care, therefore, of the main 
chance. Do not live without this. And then be as zealous 
as you please in doing every possible good, in every possible 
way, both to the bodies and souls of men. Do not sub- 
stitute any thing in the place of real religion. A good 
name and the esteem of men, are sometimes sought for in 
acts of liberality and generosity; against which, as a 
consequence, nothing can be said; but when, to acquire 
which, they assume the form of ‘a principle, or mere design 
or intention, it becomes highly dangerous to the soul and 
dishonorable to God. No effects can be really good without 
a correspondent cause. An exemplification of which 
correspondency we have in the words of the apostle, where 
he states that ‘Jesus Christ gave himself for us that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” This zeal for 
good works, we find, must not take its rise in any thing 
separate from a pure heart, or love to God; otherwise the 
religious enjoyment arising from a proper discharge of 
duty will be lost, and the works themselves not acceptable 
to God, inasmuch as “they are not done as God hath willed 
and commanded them to be done,” as is expressed in the 
13th Article of Religion in the Church of England: ‘and 
we doubt not,” it is further stated in the same Article, 
“but they have the nature of sin.” : 

If the possession and enjoyment of the divine favour 
be so essentially necessary to our glorifying God on earth, 
and preparing us for the kingdom of heaven, ought not 
every thing to be relinquished in our conduct, which stands 
opposed to the reception of a privilege so great as is the 


favour of God? Is it possible to be justified by faith, and 
BS 
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so have peace with God, where there is a careless and 
voluntary transgression of a known law? ‘* Whosoever 
committeth sin is of the devil.” ‘‘And sin is the trans- 
gression of the law.” In those who seek for justification 
by faith alone in a crucified Redeemer, and that without 
the deeds of the law; it is nevertheless an indispensable 
prerequisite that they “cease to do evil.” “Let the 
wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts,” &c. ‘Let every one that nameth the name of 
Christ depart from iniquity.” But when the putting away 
of sin, and the practice of self-denial are pressed home 
upon the conscience, too many attempt to palliate and 
excuse their faults, and plead for the indulgence of the 
flesh. Such things they fain would persuade themselves 
are but trifles, and in the practice of which there can be 
no harm. And, as Lot entreated for the preservation of 
Zoar, so they entreat for the continuance of this or that 
sin; saying, “ Is it not a little one? é God will not 
absolutely and irresistably force men to give up their Sins, 
and compel them to be saved. He sets before them life 
and death ; and if they refuse to come to the light, ang 
resist the evidences of the truth, they exclude themselves 
from the enjoyment of religion; and hereafter they wil] 
be excluded the society of the blessed; and, terrible to 
relate, “when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,” they will be found amongst that 
unhappy number, and with them “ shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power.” ‘* The wages of sin is death.” 
«And if ye die in your sins, where God is ye cannot come.” 
An attempt to compromise matters between the conscience 
and the requisitions of the divine law, will not be allowed. 
Jesus Christ will be a whole Saviour, or ultimately no 


Saviour at all. ‘‘ Ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye 
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shall search for me with all your heart.” Here it is that 
so many fall short of entering into the kingdom of heaven, 
—of obtaining a sense of the love of God, and securing the 
salvation of the soul. They éry to believe ;—they persuade 
themselves that they do believe: but it is not a faith that 
arises from a humble and a contrite heart. There is no 
tenderness of conscience. They have not been thoroughly 
awakened; consequently, not soundly converted; nor 
savingly renewed. Hence arise so many proud and 
self-willed christians ;—so many morose and revengeful 
christians ;—so many worldly-minded, money-hunting, 
and Sabbath-breaking christians. The apostolic injunction 
of avoiding the appearance of evil is not only disregarded, 
but even those tempers and practices, which have received 
the scriptural mark of definite evil, are not avoided; and 
sin, in some of its diversified forms, is made a sort of 
merchandise of, in the pursuit of worldly gain; and many 
others make an attempt to find “ pleasure in unrighteous- 
ness.” Is it to be wondered at, if, from this unwillingness 
to “receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved, 
God should send them strong delusion that they should 
believe a lie,”—in reference to christian holiness and 
obedience? If a man reject the evidences of the plain 
text of the Bible, because it does not suit his inclinations, 
whither is he to go for light and authority? There is great 
danger of a person substituting his own notions and 
experience, as a standard of truth, in the place of scripture ; 
and then, by false glosses and straining explications of 
some parts of the word of God, which do not agree with 
his notions, he strives to bring them down to his way of 
reasoning, that he may justify his evil practices and 
dispositions upon his own principles of interpreting scrip- 
ture; and, at the same time, evade the censure of being 
an unbeliever, or a sceptic. In this way it is, that the 
word of God has been sadly mutilated, and some of the 
most wholesome precepts and most precious promises have 
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been rendered of none effect in the experience and practice 
of those who have framed these systems, and in that of 
others, who have been corrupted by them. It is quite 
possible for a man to persuade himself into the belief of 
almost any erroneous notion, when he would have it so, 
however opposed it may be to divine revelation; and in 


his attempts to believe it, he might feel a sort of repug- — 
nancy to admit it, and a conviction of its falsity. When | 
simplicity and sincerity are disregarded, and the person is | 


determined to take his own way, and strives to persuade 
himself that he is wiser than what is written, God may 
justly leave him ;—the little light which was afforded him 
to distinguish truth from error, that he might choose the 
| and refuse the evil, may be withdrawn; and then 
being in «darkness, how great is that darkness.” ‘‘ Having 
eyes, they see not; and ears, they hear not.” 

The infidelity of the present age is very alarming. And 
although many attempts are made to circulate the Bible, 
and +o diffuse the light of the gospel throughout the land, 

et there is a 5 , 
Ay far beyond what might be supposed from its commandin 
as dence and authority. What may we suppose is the 
Prien of pious foreigners, of the inhabitants of Great 
pital from perusing, whilst they reside in their own 
county: the reports of our Bible Societies, Missionary 
S ocietiess Sunday School Institution, &c., &e.? Are they 
not ready to conceive that the majority of the people are 
c yerted to God?—that Drunkenness, Swearing, Adultery, 
si ynication, Extortion, Sabbath-breaking, &c., are hardly 
Fo oes amongst us? Alas! alas! would to God it were 
i Perhaps there never was an age when these abomi- 
oe g were more prevalent than in the present, especially 
patio Jaces- Population is increasing ; but does real 
EA Nad roportionably increase? Do the ranks of the 
equally swell in number with the ranks of the 
g of darkness, in this augmentation of immortals ? 


good an 


power 


very general disregard of the word of Goq. ° 
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We fear not. And if this fear be founded in truth, are we 
not then verily guilty in the neglect of duty? for as a 
nation we are peculiarly favoured of the Lord; and as a 
church blest beyond all antecedent times in the protection - 
of our religious rights and privileges by the laws of our 
country; and in the exercise of those laws upon innovators, 
with the exception of a few jlliberal and bigoted magistrates, 
who are more zealous to shew their authority, than to 
administer justice, in restraining the sons of Belial, who 
sally forth like beasts of prey upon the flock of Christ, who 
assemble together in the cottages of the poor or elsewhere, 
to worship God, agreeably to the dictates of conscience, 
and as warranted by the “Act of Toleration.” But to the 
credit of magistrates generally, in cases of this kind, they 
display considerable liberality, and a readiness to inflict 
the punishment which the law awards upon such daring 
and wanton delinquents, when complaint is brought before 
them. ‘These favourable circumstances afford the church 
of God those external facilities, by which to lengthen its 
cords and strengthen its stakes, in the removal of those 
evils so prevalent in the land, which every pious mind 
must deprecate ; and so to hasten the coming of the kingdom 
of Christ, by a continual accession of converts to “the faith 
once delivered to the saints.” 

Many nations and people have been cast off, whom the 
Lord designed to honour by making them instrumental of 
promoting his glory in the earth, or accomplishing some 
great and important work, and the favour has been conferred 
on some other people. The Jewish nation is a very con- 
spicuous example of this kind; conspicuous, because the 
word of prophecy predicted it—positive declaration confirms 
jt—and the present state of that infatuated people and 
their country demonstrates it. The cause of this was their 
sin ;—their contempt of the ordinances of the sanctuary, and 
their violation of the SABBATH. No command was 
more frequently urged nor warmly enforced than that of 
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reverencing the Sabbath-day. Indeed, every thing im- 
portant in religion is connected with a due observance of 


it ;—even the knowledge and worship of God ; to lose which, | 


would be to reduce a land to a worse state than a moral 


wilderness. The importance of this precept is strongly 
marked by the manner in which it is brought forward in 


the decalogue ; which is, with a “2emember, and keep holy 


the Sabbath-day.”’ And to confirm the Jews in its sanctity, 
they were restrained from the violation of it, by miraculous | 
interposition, for the space of forty years. See Exodus xvi 


The sin of Sabbath-breaking extends, in this country, 


toa very alarming degree. And as the tendency of it is 
so destructive to moral virtue and the well-being of society, _ 


it calls forth the attention of civil magistrates, as well as | 
christian ministers, to exert the authority with which they 


are invested, to stem its progress. The liberality of the 
magistrates, in their promptitude to inflict the penalty of 
the law upon daring offenders against religious liberty, is 


highly commendable, and excites gratitude to Almighty — 


God in those who have the benefit of being protected by 
laws so equitable and so just. But it is too palpable to 
be denied, that these guardians of the laws and liberties 
of Britons, are too tardy in their zeal for the Lord of Hosts 
in the voluntary suppression of vice and immorality.* 


* As some persons are ignorant of the Acts of Parliament now 
standing against SABBATH-BREAKING, a few extracts from which 
are here introduced. 

“By the 3 C.c.1. No carrier with any horse or horses, nor 
waggonmen with any waggon or waggons, nor carmen with any cart 
or carts, nor wainmen with any wain or wains, nor drovers with any 
cattle, shall by themselves or any other, travel on the Lord’s-day, on 
pain of 208.; or if any butcher, by himself, or any other for him, with 
his privity and consent, shall kill or sell any victual on the Lord’s-day, 
he shall forfeit 6s. 8d. The conviction to be in six months before one 
justice or mayor, on view, or confession, or oath of two witnesses; to 
be levied by the constable or churchwarden by distress; or to be 
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Our legislators, in framing penal laws for restraining 
moral delinquency, displayed their wisdom and good 
policy; and our present magistrates would be acting 
discreetly, and beneficially to the state, were they anxious 
to give encouragement to informers against Sabbath- 


recovered in any court of record, in any city or town corporate, before 
the justices in sessions; to be applied to the use of the poor, except 
that the justice may reward the informer or prosecutor with part of 
the forfeiture not exceeding one third part. 
‘“ By the 29 C. 2c. 7, it is further enacted, That no drover, horse 
courser, waggoner, butcher, higgler, or any of their servants, shall 
travel or come to his inn or lodging on the Lord’s-day, on pain of 20s. 
And in general, that no ¢radesman, artificer, workman, labourer or 
other person, shall do or exercise any worldly labour, business, or 
work of their ordinary calling on the Lord’s-day; (except works of 
necessity and charity ; and except dressing of meats in families, and 
dressing and selling of meat in inns or cook-shops, or victualling 
houses, for such as cannot otherwise be provided ; and by the 9 Azz, 
c. 23, f. 20. except licensed hackney coachmen and chairmen within 
the bills of mortality ;) on pain of every offender above fourteen years 
of age forfeiting 5s. And also that no person shall publicly ery, shew 
Sorth, or expose to sale, any wares, merchandises, fruits, herbs, goods 
or chattels whatsoever on the Lord’s-day, (except crying and selling 
of milk, before nine in the morning and after four in the afternoon ; 
and except mackarel, which may be sold on Sundays before or after 
divine service,) on pain of forfeiting the same.’’—[But may the law of 
God be so interpreted as to allow of mackarel (or even milk,) to be 
cried and sold on the Sabbath? Nehemiah would not allow of fish 
being brought into Jerusalem on that day. And the climate of Judea 
is much hotter than that of England, so that provisions of a perishable 
kind would the sooner spoil.J]—‘‘And also that no person shall use, 
employ, or travel on the Lord’s-day, with any boat, wherry, lighter, 
or barge, (unless allowed by a justice of peace, on extraordinary 
occasion,) on pain of 5s. And if any person offending in any of the 
premises shall thereof be convicted in ten days after the offence, before 
one justice on view or confession, or oath of one witness, the justice 
shall give warrant to the constables or churchwardens to sieze the 
goods cried, shewed forth, or put to sale, and to sell the same; and to 
levy the other forfeitures by: distress ; to the use of the poor; except 
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breakers, and strict to enforce the law, when proper 
charges were brought before them. If the laws be 
arbitrary and unjust, they ought to be removed from the 
statute book and formally repealed; but whilst they stand 
there, the legislature acknowledges them to be just and 


that the justice may, out of the same, reward the informer with any 
sum not exceeding one third part. And for want of distress, the 
offender shall be set publicly in the stocks for two hours.”’ 


It may be of advantage to some to give a few extracts from the 
Parliamentary Acts on profane SWEARING, which will shew how 
detestable this crime is held in the view of the legislature; and which 
-ought to be equally suppressed with that of Sabbath-breaking, and for 
the suppression of which it will appear the law has provided. 

“« By the canons of the church, if any offend their brethren by 
swearing, the churchwardens shall present them ; and such notorious 
offenders shall not be admitted to the holy communion till they are 
reformed. Can. 109. 

‘And by the statute of the 19 G. 2, c. 21, it is enacted as follows: 
If any person shall profanely curse or swear and be thereof convicted 
.on confession or oath of one witness, before one justice or mayor, he 
shall forfeit as follows; that is to say, 

«‘ Byery day labourer, common soldier, or common seaman, 1s. 

‘‘ Every other person under the degree of a gentleman, 25; 

‘« And every person of or above the degree of a gentleman, 5s. 

« And for a second offence, after conviction, double ; and for every 
other offence, after a second conviction, treble. Which said penalties 
shall go to the poor of the parish where the offence was committed.” 

The magistrate to cause the offender to appear before him, and in - 
default of immediately paying the fine, can send him to hard labour 
for ten days in the house of correction. A magistrate neglecting his 
duty is subject to a penalty of £5., and a constable £2. Clergymen 
are required to read this act in their churches four times a year, or aré 
Jiable to 4 penalty of £5. in default. 

Profane swearing is a very notorious offence in the sight of God, 
and by the commonness of it amongst all ranks of men, it wears the 
aspect of an enormous National Sin, and there is but little doubt that 
it is more injurious to the commonwealth than the very extensive 

National Debt, to remove which so many anxieties are displayed. And, 
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salutary ; and all magistrates and inferior officers are bound 
by their oaths to see that they are properly applied, and 
the penalties levied on offenders. It should be remembered 
in defence of the propriety of these laws, that the govern- 
ment of our country, as well as the nation generally, is 


by the bye, it is more than probable, that the secret cause of this 
calamity is the profanation of the name of God and of his Sabbaths. 
And if so, what can be done to remedy it? Why, let ‘‘ the battle be 
turned to the gate,’”’—let the disease operate its own cure. Enforce 
the law vigorously and universally, and apply the penalty to the 
liquidation of the debt, and its beneficial effects will soon become 
apparent ; it will act two ways, correctively and preventively ; for in 
a few years the sum total will be altogether removed; and whilst the 
spirit of the law is regarded it will prevent the recurrence of it in 
future. The God of providence and of grace will give his blessing, 
and righteousness will exalt the nation, and we shall have peace in 
our borders and prosperity in our palaces. 

How degrading,—to the character of that man especially who is 
looked upon as a gentleman,—is the habit of swearing. He may think 
that his oaths give additional lustre to his honour, and add to his 
bigness and authority, in those circles of life in which he moves, and 
amongst his subalterns. But let him know that his foul-mouthings 
only display his affinity to the infernal pit, and render his society 
contemptible to the truly wise and good. And there is nothing 
particularly scholastic or scientific in the art itself, for the common 
porter or drayman may become as great a proficient in the practice as 
the gentleman himself. And however high his notions may be of his 
own respectability and usefulness, this part of his conduct disgraces 
the British name, and dishonours the christian cause ; being prohibited, 
with penalty, by laws both human and divine; by the former with the 
sacrifice of property; and by the latter with the loss of the soul. 
‘‘O that they were wise, that they understood this,—that they would 
consider their latter end.’’ 


“Tt chills my blood to hear the blest Supreme, 
Rudely appealed to on each trifling theme. 
Maintain your rank; vulgarity despise; 

To swear is neither brave, polite, nor wise: 

You would not swear upon a bed of death? 
Reflect ! your Maker Now can stop your breath!” 


c 
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professedly Christian ; and as such, acknowledges an over- 
ruling Providence; on the blessing of which we are 
dependant for national, domestic, and individual prosperity. 
The Almighty God, whose providence is thus owned, is 
not an idle spectator of the conduct of those who violate 
his laws; and has declared, ‘ Though hand join in hand, 
the wicked shall not go unpunished.” “ Will not I visit 
for these things saith the Lord.” “ Righteousness exalteth 
a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.” 

The sanctity of the Sabbath is unquestionably of moral 
obligation; and as christians we are bound to keep it holy, 


as were the Jews under their dispensation.* He, therefore, 
who can wantonly and presumptuously profane the Lord’s 
y to the state | 


day, in the exercise of his trade, js an enem 4 
as well as to his own soul, and a violator of the law of his” 
God; and his sin adds weight | 
to the scale, which, in its preponderating influence, brings 
down the curse of heaven upon a guilty land. If it be not 
go, why the profession of religion ? why a National Estab- 
lishment? why do men take the sacrament? and why do 
they talk of a Providence,—of a God,—of a day of judg- 
ment,—of another world,—of rewards and punishments? 
O let us act consistently with our high profession ! Jtis 
for the want of this consistency, that infidelity stalks 
through the land, and ig made to triumph: and if 
measurably awed, for the sake of decency, by the arm of 
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s Theology on the nature and authority of the 


country as well as the law of 


* See Dwight’ 


Christian Sabbath. . 
Sce also ‘The Practice of Piety, or the Whole Duty of a Christian. 


By Lewis Bailey. This work appears to have gone through more 
than seventy editions. It comprises a body of sound divinity, and 
was intended in part, no doubt, by the pious author, to counteract 
the evil tendency of that abominable publication called ‘‘ The Book of 
Sports.’? During the life of Mr. Bailey his work had passed through 
fifty-cight editions. It bears date 1620, in the reign of James I, and 
was dedicated to the Prince of Wales, afterwards Charles II. : 
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power, it only retires to gather strength and to laugh 
christianity to scorn, because of the formality and hypocrisy 
of its professors. God has a thousand ways by which he 
can blast the prospects and hopes of a nation, when the 
people do wickedly and refuse to walk in his testimonies. 
He can easily withhold success from our fleets and armies, 
and exhaust our trade and commerce; can raise to the 
throne a wicked and arbitrary king, and turn the wisdom 
of our senators into foolishness ; can restrain the fertilizing 
showers and deprive us of fruitful seasons; so that poverty 
and want must universally prevail, and no power can 
prevent it. 

The various afflictions which befel the Jews as a nation, 
and other countries around them, mentioned in the sacred 
history, were often marked as coming from God in a very 
definite manner ; and the cause of which visitations was as 
definitely stated; which was the wickedness of the rulers 
or people, or both. And although prophecy has ceased, 
and we have no open vision, yet the retributive justice of 
God is in vigorous operation: and it is the language of a 
desperate and abandoned infidelity to ask, ‘“‘ Doth the Lord 
see, and is there knowledge in the most High?” What 
was written aforetime was written for our learning, that by 
a comparison of circumstances, our inferences of God’s 
mercies and judgments might be correct; and that the 
righteous, by patience and comfort of the scriptures, might 
have hope. 

As the office of rulers and magistrates is to promote 
the interest and welfare of the nation, they ought to adopt 
and enforce those measures which are adapted to that end ; 
and as moral crime may be augmented to such a degree as 
to provoke Almighty God to send sore judgments amongst 
us, their exertions to stem the torrent of iniquity, in the 
profanation of the Sabbath, would be as conducive to the 
interests and prosperity of the nation, as to prevent 
smuggling, rapine and plunder; and falls as much within 
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the province of their authority. And those men who are 
so intent upon avarice and covetous gains, as. to be regard- 
less of the welfare and preservation of the country, (as well 
as their own souls) by trafficking on the Lord’s-day, ought 
to be restrained by coercive measures ; and thereby taught 
that “the powers that be are ordained of God,” and that 
the magistrate is “ the minister of God to them for good.” 
But, if unwilling to ‘admit the restraint as good, the 
compulsion is nevertheless necessary, that the nation 
perish not. 

If all, or the greater part of our magistrates, were {0 
set about this work of reformation, how easily might they 
effect the abolition of Sunday traffic. Let them give orders 
to the constables to give information of all such as expos 
their goods for sale, and let the penalty be duly inflicted. 
It is most disgraceful to see the butcher—the baker—the 
fruiterer—the grocer—the barber—the tailor—the shoe- 
maker—and others, exhibit their articles for sale, cartTy 


them about the streets, and dispose of their commodities, 
and to variously exercise their trades.* These scenes are 
who consider the 


very painful and grievous to persons 
tendency of them, and are tremblingly alive to the fearful 


consequences. “ Horror hath taken hold upon me,” says . 
the psalmist, “because of the wicked that forsake thy law.’ 


“ Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, because they keep 
not thy law.” “How much had this blessed man the 


honour of God, and the salvation of souls at heart. O for 


more of that spirit which mourns for the transgressions of 
the land! But we are not pr 


operly convinced of the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin.” 


* A little girl of four years of age was walking up the streets id 
London with her mother to a place of worship on the Sabbath, when 
seeing a Confectioner’s Shop open, she says,—‘‘ Mother, you say the 
Jews keep Saturday as their Sabbath, and we keep Sunday; when do 
Confectioners keep their Sabbath ? ue 
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To behold on the Lord’s-day how wickedness abounds 3 
and among persons too who call themselves christians,— 
and the few attempts which are made to prevent it, one 
would think that there was neither law to prohibit it, nor 
magistrate to interfere in its suppression. O how worthy 
of imitation, by all who are invested with similar authority, 
is the conduct of that man of God, Nehemiah, in his pious 
zeal, as a magistrate and true patriot, to restore the Sabbath 
to its wonted sanctity amongst his countrymen the Jews, 
whose conduct had become such as to render the law of 
the Sabbath almost obsolete in their regard for it. And 
his attempts were successful. He did not commence an 
undertaking which he considered right, and then relinquish 
it, because he met with difficulties in the prosecution of 
his duty. The circumstances are very artlessly related by 
this good man himself, as follow :—“ In those days saw I, 
in Judah, some treading wine presses on the Sabbath, and 
bringing in sheaves, and lading asses ; as also wine, grapes, 
and figs, and all manner of burdens, which they brought 
into Jerusalem on the Sabbath-day: and I testified against 
them in the day wherein they sold victuals. There dwelt 
men of Tyre also therein, which brought fish, and all 
manner of ware, and sold on the Sabbath unto the children 
of Judah, and in Jerusalem. Then I contended with the 
nobles of Judah, and said unto them, What evil thing is 
this that ye do, and profane the Sabbath-day? Did not 
your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this evil 
upon us, and upon this city? yet ye bring more wrath upon 
Israel by profaning the Sabbath. And it came to pass, 
that when the gates of Jerusalem began to be dark before 
the Sabbath, I commanded that the gates should be shut, 
and charged that they should not be opened until after the 
Sabbath : and some of my servants set I at the gates, that 
there should no burden be brought in on the Sabbath-day. 
So the merchants and sellers of all kind of ware lodged 


without Jerusalem once or twice. Then I testified against 
c3 
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them, and said unto them, Why lodge ye about the wall 
if ye do so again I willlay hands on you. From that tit 
forth came they no more on the Sabbath. And I com 
manded the Levites, that they should cleanse themsel 

and that they should come and keep the gates, to sancti 
the Sabbath-day.” Neh. xiii. 15—22. From this state 
ment it appears that the Sabbath was very general} 
disregarded by them ; and this arose from the carelessnts 
and profligacy of the nodles, whose example was imita 

by the people; and for which he calls them to accounl; 
expostulates with them, and sharply reproves them fot 
their sin and negligence. He then commenced the work 
of reformation by the most active measures. He orderel 
the gates to be shut, and to be kept shut, from the time! 
began to be dark before the Sabbath until after the Sabbathi 
that is, from sun-set, till after sun-set on the Sabbath-day: 
which was the Jewish mode of calculating the day. Ani 
go intent was this faithful man of God upon having his 
orders duly executed, that he sent some of his own servants 
to watch the gates, not being willing to trust the ordinaly 
officers, that no person might enter for the purpose © 
traffic. Nehemiah was deeply affected with the calamities 
in which his countrymen had involved themselves 0? a 
former occasion; and which circumstance he attributes 10 
the neglect of a due observance of the Sabbath ; from the 
consideration of which, he was sensibly affected with the 
apprehension of similar visitations of divine wrath, if they 
persisted in the imitation of their conduct :—“ Did not 
your fathers this, and did not our God bring all this evil 
upon us, and upon this city; yet ye bring more wrath upo? 
Israel by profaning the Sabbath.” This evidently refer 
to Jeremiah xvii. 19—27., whichis one of the most 
striking passages in the Bible that has reference to the 
Sabbath ; and it evidently shews that the ruin of the Jews 
originated in their neglecting to keep holy the seventh 
day; as this led to a neglect of sacrifice, the ordinances of 


. 
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religion, and all public worship ; so it necessarily brought 
with it all immorality. The breach of the Sabbath was that 
which let in upon them all the waters of God's wrath.— 
This prediction of Jeremiah was wires about one hundred 
and seventy-seven years before Nehemiah, and thirty-three 
years before the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple 
by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. The temple then 
destroyed, was built by Solomon, and had stood four 
hundred and twenty-four years. Amos, who prophesied 
about two hundred years before the destruction of the first 
temple, adverts to the covetous and avaricious disposition 
of the Jews in his day, and speaks of them as coveting of 
the Almighty the day which he had sanctified and set apart 
for himself, that they might apply it to their own secular 
pursuits, after which they were so eager, that the greatest 
anxiety was manifested for its termination, in order to 
pursue their sordid propensity. “When,” say they, “will 
the new moon be gone that we may sell corn? and the 
Sabbath that we may set forth wheat?” (Amos viii. 5.) 
On this passage a learned commentator has the following 
remarks :—“ The new moon was kept as a kind of holy day, 
not by divine command, but by custom. The Sabbath was 
strictly holy; and yet so covetous were they, that they 
grudged to give to God and their own souls, this seventh 
portion of time. But bad and execrable as ¢hey were, they 
neither set forth their corn, nor their wheat, nor any other 
kind of merchandise on the Sabbath. They were saints then, 
when compared to multitudes called christians, who keep 
their shops either partially or entirely open on the Lord’s 
day, and buy and sell without any scruple of conscience. 
Conscience! alas! they have none, it is seared as with a 
hot iron. The strong man armed, in them, is quiet; for 
all his goods are in peace.” 

There arises a strong opposition in the unrenewed 
mind, to a spiritual and due regard of the holy Sabbath. 
Many find a sad weariness in it, and are unwilling to 
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submit to its restrictions ; hence arise so many excuses for 
attending to their secular business, pleading necessity, 
harmlessness, etc. They curtail and clip off a few hours at 
the beginning or end of the day; will commence it at the | 
christian hour, and finish it at the Jewish hour; that is, at 
twelve o’clock on Saturday night and six o'clock on Sunday 
night; or in the winter season, will finish it at sun-seh 
and in the summer at six o’clock, as the sun continues to 
shine rather too long for their patience and purposes during 
the long days. Some have their church-time Sabbema 
considering that part only sacred which is occupied by 
divine worship at the parish church, and devote the r 
mainder to carnal recreations ; and the former part of the 
day especially to marketting, culinary preparations, cn 
cleaning, shaving, house-washing, and a variety of othe’ 
cleansings and purifications, which make their condition @ 
burdensome as that of the Jews under the ecremonial law 
of Moses. There is the preparation of the Sabbath ; and, 
as it is necessary that persons should be clean and decently 
clad on the Lord’s-day, every thing that can possibly ys 
done for this purpose, should' be done on the eve of the 
Sabbath, that the early hours of the day, 25 well as ty 
remaining part, may be spent in devotional and religious 
exercises. The Sabbath-day, equally with other days; 
comprises twenty-four hours; and God requires one-seventh 
of our time. And if we appropriate any part of that time 
to purposes separate from religion, which are totally w- 
ETERS ES guilty of sacrilege, which is a crime of the 
highest kind; and nothing can save us from the bitter 
pains of eternal death, but contrition for the past, speedy 
amendment for the future, and an application, through 
faith, of the blood of the covenant to the guilty conscience 


The practice of pPayrna WoRKMEN and LABOURERS 0D 
the Lord’s-day morning by the tradesman and agriculturist 
is most abominable, and cannot be too severely execrated. 
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To say nothing of the dreadful wrath that awaits the 
master, it involves the men in sore temptation. Jf they 
fear God, their consciences are wounded by receiving pay 
at such a time; and many know not how to avoid it, being 
compelled, it may be, to serve in the employ of a man who 
is equally as careless of the consciencies of his men as he 
is of his own; and whose spirit is so haughty that he will 
not admit of a solicitation, however humbly it may be 
tendered, to have their wages advanced early on the 
preceding evening ;—his own convenience and pride being 
the law that governs his conduct towards those who serve 
under him. And if the men do not fear God, and have not 
the confidence of those with whom they deal, they are 
necessitated (to which they feel no reluctance,) to buy their 
food on the Sabbath. 

Some tradesmen, for selling on a Sunday, make this an 
excuse,—that many persons cannot obtain their wages in 
time to provide on the Saturday, and that they dare not let 
them have goods on credit. Now this temptation, both to 
the buyer and seller, would be done away, if wages were 
paid early on the Saturday; or, which would be much 
better, on the Friday evening.* This is done by many 
pious and considerate farmers and others, and that without 


* A farmer in Cambridgeshire, who died a few years ago, had been 
in the habit of paying his labourers on the Sunday morning. When 
on his death-bed, he was stung with remorse of conscience, and sent 
for his son to his bed-side and begged of him never to imitate his 
example, but always to pay the men on the Friday night; as then, he 
said, it would give their wives opportunity to lay out the money to the 
best advantage on the Saturday, and prevent them from breaking the 
Sabbath by marketting, to which they had been tempted by his 
improper conduct. Dr. Young says, ‘‘ Men may live fools, but fools 
they cannot die.’’? And an inspired penman declares, ‘‘ Be sure your 
sin will find you out.” How well it would be for persons of this 
character to find out their sin and avoid it, before it find them out, 
when it may be too late to repent and obtain mercy. 
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any risk or inconvenience to themselves. If this latter 
time, for paying workmen, were generally adopted, the 
shopkeeper would not have ¢his cloak for his sin; for 
however plausible it may appear, that the men have not 
had money until the Sunday morning, it is nota sufficient 
excuse for him to open his shop; for if they could not 
procure goods on the Sabbath, they would adopt some 
prudential measures so as to be capable of paying for their 
purchase on any day of the week, or obtain credit fora 
few days. ; 
It is a saying, “ Fair competition in trade, is just, all 
the world round.” But what fairness of competition 18 
there, when two men of a trade live in the same parish; 
and the one, for conscience sake, fearing God and regarding 
the laws of his country, shuts up his shop on @ Sunday and 
refuses to sell; whilst the other, neither fearing God 4 
regarding man, keeps his shop open; and being surrounde 
by a population more profane than religious, he sells more 
on the Lord’s-day than on any other day, oF perhaps mom 
than on all the other days of the week put together? This 18 
grievous; and is neither a fair nor an honest way of trading: 


an, did 


And it would be yet more grievous to the godly m _ 
hath 18 — 


he not find that “‘a little that a righteous man ; 
better than the riches of many wicked.” And, “ better 8 
a little with righteousness, than great revenues without 
right.” Money obtained by Sabbath-breaking never does 
the possessors any good. If they should grow rich by the 
iniquity, their state is not to be envied. 

The excellent commentator, before quoted, has the 
following remarks, in some of his valuable notes, on the 
sanctity of the Sabbath: “As this was the most ancient 
institution, God calls them to remember it: as if he had 
said, do not Jorget that when I had finished my creation, I 
instituted the Sabbath, and remember why I did so and for 
what purposes. The word Sabbath, signifies rest, oF 
cessation from /abour ; and the sanctification of the seventh 
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day, is commanded as having something representative in 
it: ‘and so indeed it has, for it typifies the rest which 
remains for the people of God, and in this light it evidently 
appears to have been understood by the apostle, Heb. iv. 
Because this commandment has not been particularly 
mentioned in the New Testament, as a moral precept, 
binding on all; therefore some have presumptuously 
inferred, that there is o Sabbath under the christian 
dispensation. The truth is, the Sabbath is considered as 
a type,—all types are of full force, till the thing signified 
by them takes place; but the thing signified by the 
Sabbath, is that rest in glory which remains for the people 
of God; therefore, the moral obligation of the Sabbath 
must continue, till ¢’me be swallowed up in eternity. 

« Six days shalt thou labowr.—No work should be done 
on the Sabbath that can be done on the preceding days, or 
can be deferred to the succeeding ones. Works of absolute 
necessity and mercy, are alone excepted. He who works 
by his servants or cattle, is equally guilty as if he worked 
himself. Hiring out horses, etc. for pleasure or business, 
going on journeys, paying worldly visits, or taking jaunts on 
the Lord’s-day, are breaches of this law. The whole of it 
should be devoted to the rest of the body and the improve- 
ment of the mind.. God says, he has hallowed it,—he has 
made it sacred, and set it apart for the above purposes. 
It is, therefore, the most proper day for public religious 
worship. 

“Sabbath, the name of the seventh day, signifies a day 
of rest. Rest to the body from labour and toil; and rest 
to the soul from all worldly care and anxieties. He who 
labours with his mind by worldly schemes and plans on 
the Sabbath-day, is as culpable as he who labours with his 
hands in his accustomed calling. It is by the authority of 
God that the Sabbath is set apart for rest and religious 
purposes, as the six days of the week are appointed for 
labour. How wise is this provision! it is essentially 


necessary, not only to the body of man, but to all the 
animals employed in his service: take this away, and the 
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labour is too great; both man and beast would fail under 
it. Without this consecrated day, religion itself would fail, 
and the human mind, becoming sensualized, would soon 
forget its origin and end. Even as a political regulation, 
it is one of the wisest and most beneficial in its effects of 
any ever instituted. Those who habitually disregard its 
moral obligation, are to a man, not only good for nothing; 
but are wretched in themselves, a curse to society, and 
often end their lives miserably. 

“As God formed both the mind and body of man on 
principles of activity,so he assigned him proper employment: 
and it is his decree, that the mznd shall improve by exercise, 
and the body find increase of vigour and health in honest 
labour. He who idles away his time in the six days, is 
equally culpable in the sight of God, as he who works on 
the seventh. The idle person is ordinarily clothed with 
rags; and the Sabbath-breaker frequently comes to an 
ignominious death.—Reader, beware.” 


The practice of Baxtne Dinwers on a Sunday, at a 
public bake-house, is very common, but most assuredly is 
extremely wrong; as it encourages the baker to exercise 
his trade on the Lord’s-day, where there is no necessity 
for it. Persons professing religion ought to relinquish the 
practice, and deny themselves the indulgence of a hot 
dinner of that kind, which cannot be had without involving 
others in the breach of the Sabbath.* 


* During a residence of two years in Aberdeen,—after the publica- 
tion of the former edition of this work,—the author is not aware that 
a public oven was heated on the Sabbath in that city: and he is greatly 
mistaken if there be any thing of the kind in the whole of Scotland.— 
O England! blush for thy shameless disregard of the fourth precept 
of the Decalogue ; and call thy sons to repentance for their diversified 
forms of attack upon the Sabbatical claims of the moral Governor of 
the world. i 


| 
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1. This conduct is very painful to the minds of many 
ministers, who are frequently paarere’ hie: A aml ee 
ir iv arge against sending t 

ae hen Bia Sabbath-day; but in defiance 
of these remonstrances, and of their professed attachment 
to their ministers, they persist in iMate evil. It saga be 
supposed, that if the subject of baking on the Lord’s-day 
were one of mere opinion; and the minister of a church 
discountenanced it, as one that was contrary, in his judg- 
ment, to the sanctity of the Sabbath; the members of that 
church would possess a sufficiency of respect for his feelings 
and pay that deference to his opinion, which would induce 
them to comply with his wishes. For, supposing they 
should not be satisfied that there is positive evil in baking, 
they are assured that not to bake is harmless: and where 
doubt is entertained, it is always best to take the safer side. 
But the disposition to refuse to be directed by the entreaties 
of a pious minister shews at once the prevalence of the 
carnal mind, and an unwillingness to submit to moral 
restraint :—or, to say the least, the pastor, whom they have 


chosen to instruct them in the way to heaven, can find in 
them but little to rejoice his heart. 


2. There are, it is admitted, several arguments made 
use of by individuals to defend the practice. But these 
arguments, it is presumed, may easily be refuted. Some 
say,—The law of the land allows it. So it does. The law 
does not enact a penalty against the baker for merely 
baking dinners,—for exercising this part of his trade, from 
nine until one o’clock ; prohibiting him at the same time 
from either fetching in any of the articles to bake, or 
carrying them out afterwards. But this does not prove, 
that what the law of a land tolerates, is tolerated by the 
law of God. There have been many laws made by legis- _ 
lators directly opposed to the law of God and liberty of 
conscience. And perhaps it would not be right to carry 
penal laws to their utmost rigour in punishing and 
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restraining moral crime; as it might fetter the mind too 
much, and obstruct that delineation of character which is 
necessary to guard the pious against the formalist and 
hypocrite, and prevent their confidence in the truly sincere 
and upright. It appears sufficient, if the law takes cog- 
nizance of the more prominent and presumptuous sins, 
and lays its interdict upon these. It is left for ministers 
of religion to unfold the whole counsel of God, and to teach 
the people the perfect law of liberty and of love ; alluring 
them, by every possible argument, and representation of 
the amiableness of religion, to the performance of every 
good word and work. And hereby they have evidence 
that they are not serving God from constraint, but from 4 
voluntary and cheerful obedience. 

3. By some, it is contended, to justify themselves in 
the practice of having their dinners baked,—Jf IT were not, 
others would; therefore my giving it up would not prevent 
the evil. This reasoning is not unlike that in Cowper's 
tale of the boy and the orchard. The companions of this 
boy had entered into a plot to rob a poor man’s orchard. 
This projected scheme was made known to the lad, (whose 
name was Tom,) and he was requested to join them in the 
depredation, and to share with them in the booty; but 
being more sedate than the rest, he expostulated with 
them, and protested against the act, as cruel and unjust; 
put his expostulations could not prevail upon them to alter 
their purpose; “for apples they wanted, and apples they'd 
have.” The boy observed that he prevailed not, and at 
the same time saw that the fruit was good for food and 
pleasant to the eye, on the advantages of obtaining which 
his companions also were expatiating, until his resolutions 
at last forsook him, and he sank into compliance. 


«They spoke, and Tom pondered—I see they will go: 
Poor man! what a pity to injure him so! 

Poor man! I would save him his fruit if I could, 

But staying behind will do him no good. 
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“<Tf the matter depended alone upon me, 

His apples might hang till they dropp’d from the tree ; 
But, since they will take them, I think I'll go too, 

He will lose none by me, though I get a few. 


‘His scruples thus silenc’d, Tom felt more at ease, 
And went with his comrades the apples to sieze ; 
He blam’d and protested, and join’d in the plan: 
He shar’d in the plunder, but pitied the man.”’ 


The force of an argument, or the tendency of a principle, 
is often delivered from embarrassment and obscurity, by 
the introduction of a comparison. And this little tale, 
although it may create a smile, is nevertheless so striking 
a comparison, that the apologist for Sunday baking, upon 
the argument in question, cannot but perceive it; and 
whilst he must necessarily condemn the conduct of the boy, 
he condemns his own. But on this subject, we are not 
driven to the necessity of a tale to illustrate a sin, for the 
word of God has so clearly defined it, that there is no 
possibility of being mistaken. And if there were no other 
passages in the Bible, having reference to the subject in 
debate, the following are sufficient :—“ Neither be partaker 
of other men’s sins: keep thyself pure.” 
of fools shall be destroyed.” 

4, But'the most apparently plausible argument of all, 
in favour of the practice, is, Zhat one baker had better be 
employed in baking for forty or fifty Jamilies, than that as 
many persons should be detained from a place of worship in 
cooking for themselves and households. The plausibility of 
this reasoning may be entirely removed by shewing that 
the practice which it supposes is quite wnnecessary. For 
what necessity is there that any person in a family should 
keep from the public worship of God merely for the sake 
of cooking a dinner? Might not an arrangement be made 

so as to provide without keeping at home? There are 
many who do this. And what necessity is there even to 


“A companion 
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cook at all for the Sunday dinner, if a plan cannot be 
adopted to provide something hot at the expense of a little 
time and trouble, without employing a public baker, or 
detaining a servant at home for that purpose? ‘Woulda 
cold joint, cooked on the Saturday, materially affect the 
health, or unfit the mind for the afternoon’s service, if 
upon this they were to make their dinner? Hundreds of 
families act in this way, that they may sacredly regard the 
day of the Lord; and by families composed of a larger and 
smaller number of persons, and who are differently 
circumstanced in life :—indeed, from nearly the highest to 
the lowest ranks of society, families may be found who 
cook on the Saturday for the Sunday’s dinner, that no part 
of the family may be detained from the house of God on 
that account, nor the servants employed in much serving.* 


* ‘Great care should be taken in the arrangement of domestic 
affairs, to afford opportunities to the servants to attend the solemnities 
of publie worship. Itis too common to allow them this privilege 
only in the afternoon, which is a part of the day least favourable to 
religious instruction and impression. The master and mistress 
generally then remain at home, and send the servants to church or 
meeting. Is not this a most cruel deprivation? If the heads of a 
family find the afternoon a dull and profitless season, how much more 
so must it be to them, who to the labour of the week, have added that 
of the Sabbath morning.—And why cannot the servants be permitted 
to go to worship on the Sabbath morning? O tell it not m Gath ; 
because they are kept at home to cook a dinner for the p arlour, 
Shame and disgrace upon that professing christian, who will not forego 
the gratifications of his palate, though it be to aid his servant’s soul. 
How can he enjoy the roasted joint, when he remembers that a servant 
has been at his command, profaning the Lord’s-day to prepare the 
feast? He comes from the house of God, perhaps the sacramental 
table, and in the hearing of his domestics, talks of the precious season 
he has experienced; while hey revile as mere disgusting cant, the 
religious conversation of a man, who would rob the souls of others, to 

pamper his appetite. Such men are worse than Esau, he sold his own 
birthright for the gratification of his palate, but they sell the birthright 
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What is therefore practicable to one, is also practicable 
to another, in similar circumstances. And these con- 
scientious persons, whose conduct is here defended, find 
great spiritual advantage in so doing. Eating and drinking 
on the Lord’s-day should only be regarded so far as nature 
may require, and so as not to unfit the mind for profitably 
waiting upon God in the ordinances of his house, and in 
other devotional exercises. But in what state of mind, to 
hear the word of God, is he who has just eaten heartily of 
a hot dinner? And it is customary with most to have 
some better provisions on the Sunday than on other days, 
and to partake more freely of them. In this state they 
come to hear the word of God, when it is two to one but 
that they go to sleep; and if they should not, they are 
rendered dull and heavy, and are painfully uncomfortable 
in striving to keep awake, having their stomachs heavily 
loaded,—the fumigation of which, ascending to the head, 
confuses the brain, and involves the mind in obscurity and 
perplexity. Abstemiousness therefore, on the Sabbath, is 
of advantage, when the design of God in the institution of 
it is rightly considered. And the more the subject is 
investigated, the more we shall discover the wisdom and 
goodness of God in the adaptation of the Sabbath to the 
wants of man ;—verifying the assertion of our Lord, when 
he said, ‘The Sabbath was made for man, and not man 

for the Sabbath.” And as man is generally so blinded to 
his real wants and highest interests, the Lord has not only 
told him “what is good,” but to guard him against the 


of others. Yes, the Sabbath is their birthright, or rather is granted 


to them by charter from God; and no man can alienate the sacred 
gift from them, without committing a felony of the worst kind. Is it 
not enough that they labour for our comfort six days in the week, but 
they must also have the seventh, the season of repose, taken from 


them ? ’’—James’s Christian Fellowship ; or the Church Member’s 
Guide, p. 159. 
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neglect of his privilege, he has threatened him with 
punishment if he refuse compliance with its requisitions 5 
—thus making the religious observance of the Sabbath, a 
test of obedience, ‘and an evidence of our love to God.— 
To this, some may say, There is too much of the rigidity 
of the law, and that it does not well comport with the 
liberty into which we are initiated by “the doctrines of 
grace.” Itis true, a proper reception of the doctrines of 
the gospel, affords us great spiritual liberties and enjoy- 
ments, from which we are deprived whilst in bondage to 
unbelief ;—but does not afford us any liberty to sin, by 
breaking any one of the Ten Commandments. The 
emancipation which the gospel effects, is an emancipation 
of the soul from sin, affording freedom and power to keep 
the moral precepts of the law. ‘Do we then make void 
the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the 
law.” ‘ Think not that I am come to destroy the law and 
the prophets: I am not come to destroy but to fulfil.” 
«: Brethren,” says the apostle to the Galatians, ** ye have 
been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an 
occasion to the flesh.’”—A pretended freedom from the 
moral law, as arule of life, and as not involving guilt when 
carelessly and fearlessly violated, is direct antinomianism $ 
the watch-word of which is, when moral obligations are 
warmly enforced,—* Legality!” « Legality!” 

5. And wm what condition ts the Baker left who is 
employed in this unnecessary and unprofitable work of 
preparing “‘ provision for the flesh?” It is true, the work 
may be profitable to the pocket of the baker, but not to his 
soul. And will any godly person hazard the soul of & 
fellow immortal for the sake of gratifying his own appetite ! 
“Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of 
Askelon’; lest the uncircumcised Philistines triumph.”— 
This conduct of professors of religion gives encouragement 
to other persons to accommodate themselves in other ways 
of profaning the Sabbath :—some go to the public-house 
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to fetch their beer, that they may have it fresh and good ; 
Some to the fruiterer, that they may have their dessert 
newly gathered from the trees ; some to the gardener, to 
be provided with vegetables recently cut or taken from the 
8round; and others go elsewhere for similar gratifications. 
—But to return to the baker; and as he is to be employed 
in baking the dinner, his powers of discrimination are not 
always sufficient to distinguish betwixt the profit and 
labour connected with that work, and that of selling flour 
with which the dinner is in part made. That the object 
of the baker is to get money, more than to benefit the 
public, by giving them opportunity to attend divine worship, 
is evident from many of them charging more on the Sabbath 
than on other days. Or, by this additional charge, they 
acknowledge themselves to be engaged in a work of 
unrighteousness, and that if the public will tempt them to 
sin, they must make them some temporal remuneration 
for the spiritual loss which they sustain, by gratifying their 
epicurean propensities. And they are not altogether 
insensible to the good which their souls are sacrificing, 
when their minds, by any means, are brought to reflection. 
A baker once addressed his Sabbath-day customers, who 
had excited his warmth by their clamour and expressions 
of discontent at some part of his conduct, in language 
peculiarly affecting ;—turning round to them, and with all 
the marks of conscious injury which he was susfaining 
from them, exclaims, ‘“ What would you have me to do! 
am not I going to hell as fast as I can to serve you!” 
When excited by passion, or sudden surprise, some persons 
will vociferate the real sentiments of their minds, which 
they would be ashamed or fearful to express in their calmer 
moments, being under the government of worldly prudence, 
more than the dictates of a sound judgment and the word 
of God. Many a poor baker, no doubt, is occasionally 
suffering from the pangs of a wounded conscience on 
account of the sad abuse which he is making of the 
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Sabbath, and would gladly have the day to himself as have 
others, but being backward to trust God, and fearful of 
offending his customers if he refuse to serve them on the 
Sunday, he continues in the drudgery of heating his oven 
and baking, resisting the remonstrances of conscience, and 
risking his eternal destiny.* 

If the Sabbath morning is a time peculiarly profitable 
to hear the word of God, and to worship at his footstool, 
why are so many thousands in this christian land to be 
deprived of the privilege, by providing for the indulgence 
of the appetite of those who are attending on the means of 
grace; when reason, experience, and the word of God, 
concur to shew that it is wnnecessary? Upona moderate 
calculation, perhaps not fewer than fifty thousand bakers 
are employed in this kingdom in baking dinners 00 a 
Sunday, and are thus sacrificing the best part of the day 
in which to derive religious profit. And if any should be 
strict in confining their business to the baking of dinners 
alone, and also to the letter of the penal law in not fetching 
them in nor carrying them home; still it might be asked, 
is it possible that the baker can well get himself ready for 
the afternoon service? and if he do, is he very suitably 
disposed for waiting upon God without distraction, after 
the bustle and heat connected with his previous labour ? 
But what a temptation is this business to the baker to 
extend his baking to other articles more than that of 
dinners, and to prolong his labour beyond the restricted 
hour; for as the oven is sufficiently heated, he is inclined 


* When a baker, from conscientious motives declines heating his 
oven on the Sabbath, he ought to meet with every possible encourage- 
ment in his trade from a religious public. And so ought all other 
tradesmen to be preferred and encouraged to those who sell on the 
Sunday. It is a christian duty so to do ;—‘ for the world will love 
its own.’”? But this duty, like many others, has grown too much out 
of fashion. May this old fashion speedily be restored. 
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to make the most of it he can; and as he is fearful of 
disobliging by refusing to bake dinners, he is equally 
fearful of giving offence if he refuse to accommodate his 
customers in baking their tarts, fruit-pies, cakes, or any 
other pastry their palate may incline them to send. So we 
see, that from bad he is led on to worse: and it is next to 
a miracle of grace when a baker is brought properly to 
sanctify the Sabbath ;—to forego the wages of unrighteous- 
ness, and to “count all things but loss for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Now supposing that but one soul in a generation should 
be lost, out of so many bakers, by the deprivation of the 
Means of grace on the Sabbath-day, to which their cus- 
tomers in part subject them; what comparison, itis asked, 
is there betwixt the eternal loss of one immortal soul, and 
the accommodation and indulgence of the appetite of many 
in a baked dinner? The very idea of being accessary in * 
involving a soul in endless perdition, one would think, is 
enough to influence a person, who has any concern for 
religion, never again to encourage such a dangerous 
practice, however the appetite may tempt to have it gratified, 
Such was the self-denial of an apostle, and such was his 
tender regard for souls, that he declared, “If meat make 
my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world 
standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.” But if the 
ungodly are not to be awed into a sacred regard of the 
christian Sabbath, nor influenced by a sense of gratitude 
to serve their Maker, let all who make any pretensions to 
piety, cither amongst the bakers or their customers, avoid 
this abominable thing, which the Lord. hateth. And if 
any are disposed to contend, and unwilling to admit that 
baking dinners és an evil, they perhaps can discern that it 
assumes “ the appearance of evil,” from which no christian 
will deny that he is not obligated to “ abstain.” If the 
line of demarcation between right and wrong, is difficult 
with some to determine, as it regards the Sabbath, they 
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had better stand at a respectful distance, where they know 
the ground to be secure, least, advancing too far, they 
cross the boundaries of truth and righteousness, and enter 
into the regions of error and sin; and by this means grieve 
the spirit of the Lord, walk under the hidings of his 
countenance, strengthen the hands of incorrigible sinners, 
and provoke the displeasure of God. 

6. Some bakers are in the habit of giving away what 
they gain on a Sunday by baking dinners, to some charitable 
object. This is bribing conscience, and certainly will not 
bear investigation in the face of meridian gospel light. 
The prevailing motive of the principal part of bakers who 
act thus, is to secure on the week days a continuance of 
the custom of those persons who send their dinners to the 
oven on the Sabbath. And if any man should be inclined 

_ to plead a purer intention than this, it is asked, Has it not 
been proved that the practice is altogether unnecessary 2 
And if unnecessary, it is then sinful’! These charitable 
bakers then, in effect, say, “ Let us do evil, that good may 
come?” But “who hath required this at their hands yi 

* Shall we commit sin that grace may abound? God forbid 4 
The former apology, when it is made, is the better of the 
two, because it appears more like the naked truth, however 
unjustifiable the act itself may be.—We cannot but pity 
the baker who is exposed to the loss of any part of his 
trade, by an unwillingness to comply with the sinful 
requests of his customers; but our regard for the truth of 
God is such, as not to allow us to lower the standard of 
christian morals. And if it should involve him in any 
sacrifice of his property, (which upon the whole is much 
doubted,) our Lord has said, in reference to such circum- 
stances of loss, “If thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is 
better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two 
hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out : it 
is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with 
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One eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire; 
where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” 
(Mark ix. 43, 47, 48.) It may be remarked, This is a 
hard saying, who can bear it? Who indeed: only such, 
whose principle of action is more disposed to watch the 
interests of the soul than those of the body. And “ what 
is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul?” But it may be asked, (yet surely not by the 
Professor of godliness,) Was it ever known for a person to 
relinquish the profits of a lucrative business for the sake 
of religion? Yes; thousands have done so, when that 
business could not be exercised without sinning against 
God. And in many other ways, hardships, grief, and loss 

have been sustained to maintain a conscience void of 
offence towards God and man. Religion with them, was 

not a secondary consideration, but a primary object; and 

so it must be with every one who wishes to act agreeably 

to the will of heaven, and to be found of God in peace.* 


* As the original and principal design of this Tract was to combat 
the evil of Sabbath Baking, so much encouraged by religious professors, 
the reader is requested, if he-wish to have more evidence on the subject, 
to refer to some excellently written arguments, inserted in the Wesleyan 
Methodist Magazine for 1822, p. 365; and for 1823, p. 370: also to 
two articles which appeared in the Imperial Magazine for 1821, p. 352, 

1132; and for 1822, p. 446. In the second of the above references, 
there appears an article taken from an ‘‘account of Mr. Alexander 
Mather, in a letter to the Rev. John Wesley,’’ first inserted in the 
Arminian Magazine, and is highly worthy the imitation of those to 
whom it is applicable. Mr. Mather was originally a journeyman 
baker, but afterwards became a preacher in the Wesleyan connexion, 
and rose to considerable eminence in ministerial ability and usefulness, 
The following is an extract :— . 

“In September, 1753, I was hired [as a journeyman baker] to 
Mr. M. Our meeting was not expected on either side: he had been 
inquiring the character of another, of which he did not approve: and 
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Christians, in primitive times, suffered joyfully the spoiling 
of their goods, and esteemed it an honour that they were 
counted worthy to suffer for the name of Christ, that they 
might obtain a better inheritance. What is it of which 
we are called to deny ourselves, in comparison with those 


I was inquiring for a master, when he came and asked me if I were 
out of place; I answered, Yes. Heasked if I would keep good hours ; 
which I promised to do. So we agreed, and I entered upon his 
service. Here I found what I had long desired, a family wherein was 
the worship of God. This stirred me up to be more earnest in seeking 
him; to be exact in praying by myself every morning, and with my 
wife every afternoon. And we continued seeking him with our whole 
heart and shunning whatever we thought offensive to him. We used 
likewise every means of grace. I have sometimes gone to my knees 
when I was going to bed, and have continued in that position till two 
o’clock, when I was called to go to work. 
‘‘ My wife had, some time since, found a degree of peace with God. 
But I could find no peace, nor could I tell what hindered, unless it 
were the baking of pans, as they call it, on Sundays. I would gladly 
have refrained from this, but then I must have left my place; and I 
had no hope of finding another place which would not have been liable 
to the same inconvenience. However, I resolved, as soon as Christmas 
was over, to give up my place at all events. Meantime my flesh 
consumed away, like as a moth fretting a garment; and my bones 
were ready to start through my skin, for I had no rest day nor night. 
The following Sunday, my wife and I ventured, for the first time, to 
the holy communion ; and I found some comfort; but the sense of my 
profaning the Sabbath soon took it away. I now resolved to delay 
no longer than the next day, being willing to suffer rather than to sin. 
Accordingly, on Monday morning, as soon as my master came down 
stairs, I gave him warning: he did not then speak one word: but soon 
after, he came into the shop, and asked me, if I had got another place? 
I answered, No. He said, ‘Why then would you leave this?’ I 
answered, because I dare not commit sin by breaking the Sabbath, as 
Ihave done. He used many arguments with me, but invain. I told 
him, ‘I must abide by the word of God, whatever be the consequences : 
but I will not go away till you suit yourself with another man.’ 
‘*God now gave me much confidence, and I found much power to 
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ancient worthies recorded in the 11th of Hebrews, or with 
that of many others in different ages of the christian church, 
or even with some of later times, in our own country, 
when the hand of persecution was stretched out against 
the followers of Christ? If there be an unwillingness in 
us to submit to the ordinary acts of sacrifice and self-denial, 
which christianity invariably demands of its true converts, 
it may well be asked, “‘ How shall we escape if we neglect 
so great salvation ?” 


pray, that, if it was not his will we should part, he would incline my 
master to give it up. And the same day he went, with a neighbouring 
baker, to all of the trade in Shoreditch and Bishopsgate Without, 
proposing that they should all enter into an agreement to give it up at 
once. All but two agreed. He then advertised for a meeting of 
master-bakers upon the subject; but nothing could be concluded. 
Afterwards, 1 supposed, he asked the advice of our brethren at the 
Foundry. After he had taken all these steps, more than I could 
reasonably expect, he told me, ‘I have done all I can, and now I hope 
you will be content.” TI sincerely thanked him for what he had done, 
but told him, I could not stay any longer than till he had suited him- 
self. But I continued in prayer. And on Sunday evening, after 
family worship, he stopped me, and said, ‘T have done to-day what 
will please you: I have stayed at home and told all my customers, I 
will no more bake on a Sunday.’ I told him, ‘If you have done this 
out of conscience toward God, be assured it will end well.’ And so it 
did. That very year, his trade considerably increased. And he had 
a large augmentation of his fortune, so that he was enabled to relieve 
many that were in want, and also to lay up abundance for his children. 
May they herein tread in their father’s steps! 

‘‘He then asked me, how I came to scruple baking on Sundays ? 
And I told him simply how God had dealt with my soul. And I 
believe it was then that he first felt that affection for me, which 
continued to his dying day. From that time both he. and my good 
mistress were particularly kind to me and mine. And when, some 
years after, my station in London [as a Preacher] placed me, in some 
sense, over them, there were none in the society who more fully 
submitted to every branch of our discipline.”’ 


E 
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The Grinpine of Corn on Sundays, is another very 
reprehensible practice, and which ought not to be passed 
by without notice. If it be a wind-mill, the miller pub- 
lishes his sin in the face of the heavens, and proclaims it 
to the villages and inhabitants around, with all the 
effrontery possible, as though he wished to set them an 
example in dispensing with the obligation of the Sabbath, 
and to.shew them how he dares to defy the Almighty in 
the restrictions of his law. And no doubt, many are 
encouraged, by his conduct, to exercise their own trade; 
and especially if he should make any pretensions to religion. 
It becomes natural for them to argue thus :—As Mr. *s 
mill is going, there can be no harm in our working, or 
selling; and certainly he ought to know what is right, 
for he is a very strict church-goer, or regularly attends the 
chapel. But has the miller no apology to adduce in 
justification of his conduct? Without doubt he has ;—for 
what Sabbath-breaker or sinner has not. But the excuse 
he makes, is futile in the extreme. There is no authority 
for it in the Scriptures, unless it be on the ground of 
necessity ; and it cannot be necessary, unless neither flour 
nor bread can be obtained elsewhere. ‘The quantity of 
corn the mill has to grind, is not a sufficient reason to 
justify him in allowing it to run on a Sunday, for other 
tradesmen might argue the extensiveness of their business. 
The suspension of wind or water, during any part of the 

six days, will not defend the practice ; for the miller has 
almost double advantage to a. person in any other trade, 
as he can grind in the night as well as in the day, when 
the water flows or the wind blows. If he have his dis- 
advantages, his advantages exceed them, if he do but take 
care properly to husband them.—There was a time when 
grinding was done by the hand. If that were the method 
now, would it not be wrong for men and women to be 
engaged in grinding their bread-corn on the Sabbath ? 
And shall the improvements in machinery, which reduce 
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manual labour so extensively, involve us in the necessity 
of violating the law of God in exercising that machinery ? 
Had we not better return to the ancient mode of grinding, 
if the present mills are not adequate to the work, without 
Tunning them on Sundays? But it is admitted, that to 
return to olden times would involve us in greater labour 
and expense than it would be agreeable to sustain. Is it 
tight then to turn this blessing into a curse? The advan- 
tages arising to mankind from mechanical inventions, are 
Such as ought to be acknowledged with gratitude to God, 
Who has given to men such wisdom. But some millers 
are so greedy-minded and avaricious, that the more they 
obtain of this world’s good, the more they wish to obtain ; 
but like the dog in the fable, whilst they snatch at the 
shadow they lose the substance.* There are nevertheless 


* An active and skilful young minister, whilst engaged under 
circumstances of the most promising kind in the village of J » was 
told of a miller, who, with more than usual of the bravery of profane- 
ness, had repelled every attempt to approach him on the subject of 
religion, and had daunted all the hopes and efforts of the few serious 
persons in his vicinity. Among other practices of sinful daring, he 
uniformly kept his wind-mill, the most striking object in the hamlet, 
going on the Sabbath. Im a little time the clergyman determined on 
the method of an effort for the benefit of the hopeless man. He 
undertook the office of going for his flour the next time himself. “‘A 
fine mill,” began he, as the miller adjusted-his sack to receive the 
flour, ‘a fine mill indeed: one of the completest I have ever seen.’’ 
This was nothing more than just; the miller pas heard it a thousand 
times before; and would firmly have thought it, though he had never 
heard it once: but his skill and judgment were still gratified by this 
new testimony, and his feelings conciliated even towards the minister. 
— But, O!’’ continued his customer, after a little pause, ‘there is 

one defect in it!’? ‘What’s that?”’ carelessly asked the miller. 
“A very serious defect too!’”  “ Eh,”’ replied the miller, turning up 
his face:——“‘A defect thatis likely to counterbalance all its advantages |’’ 
‘Well, what is it ?”” said the miller, standing straight up, and looking 
the clergyman in the face. The minister went on:—“A defect which 
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many millers, who, with all their attempts to get rich by 
Sabbath-breaking, are necessitated to remain poor.—Every 
man who wishes to go to heaven, must deny himself and 
take up his cross. And the miller must recollect, that if 
he do not grind himself, but by proxy, the men he employs 
have souls to save ; and that the Sabbath is theirs, by 
divine right, on which they are to attend the ordinances of 
the house of God, and other means of grace, that they may 
acquire religious knowledge, and attain a preparation for a 
better world. And if they should have no wish for a holy 
and devout life, the master is not to place this obstacle in 
their way, lest their blood be required at his hands. 


The new mode of conveyance by Rarnways has become 
a means of most extensive Sabbath desecration. To 
journey therefore by these, as also by any other kindred 
vehicle, is for christians to give countenance to the evil in 
gueston. That works of necessity, benevolence, and 
religion are both justifiable and commendable, it is readily 
admitted. And if these conveyances ran for the exclusive 
object of facilitating these works, the practice might be 
tolerated. But no; it would not pay the proprietors. 


is likely to ruin the mill!’”” ‘What is it ?’’ rejoined the miller ;— 
‘‘And will one day no doubt destroy the owner.’ ‘‘And can’t you 
say it out?’’ exclaimed the impatient miller. ‘‘It goes on the Sabbath!” 
pronounced the minister, in a firm, and solemn, and monitory tone. 
The astonished man stood blank, and thunderstruck; and remained 
meek and submissive under a remonstrance and exhortation of a quarter 
of an hour’s length, in which the danger of his state and practices, and 
the call to repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
were fully proposed to him. 

‘¢ What the final result was, we are not informed; but who can 
doubt, if it has not been a means of his conversion, it will stand forth 
among one of the most condemning and appalling of his recollections 
when he comes to lie on the bed of death, and to stand before the 


judgment seat of Curisr.’’—Philadelphian. 
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Therefore as gain is the object they have in view, a 
temptation is held out, and often at a cheaper rate, to the 
pleasure seeker and the man of business to indulge their 
secular and sinful propensities. Is not the Sabbath prin- 
ciple involved, when a religious person mixes himself up 
with such company as his travelling companions, and who 
gives countenance to the like establishments? If he have 
to travel on the errand of mercy and benevolence, the loan 
or hire of a conveyance, in his individual capacity,—if he 
have not one of his own,—would not be wrong; the act 
being in accordance with the Saviour’s interpretation of 
the day. ‘‘ The Sabbath was made for man, and not man 
for the Sabbath.”? Neither does it involve parties in an 
attendance upon business with the design of worldly profit, 
nor in the neglect of religious services ; whilst in regular 
public conveyances, the servants connected with them are 
generally precluded the possibility of going to a place of 
worship, even if they had a desire to attend. And how 
does it comport with consistency in a member of a christian 
church to step into an omnibus, or car, or railway carriage, 
in consideration of cheapness or convenience, to be 
forwarded to his scene of Sabbath labour, when at the 
same time he commiserates the servants employed, repudi- 
ates the proprietors or directors of the traffic, and deprecates 
the system altogether? ‘Would it not be the abolition of 
a great evil, and attended with an unspeakable blessing, 
were all these conveniencies, as they are termed, for Sunday 
trayelling,—which originate in sordid gain, and are 
patronized in defiance of the mandate of heaven,—swept 
off the roads altogether on the Lord’s-day? All God 
fearing people reply that it would. Ought not a good 
man, then, in his pursuit of the object of necessity or 
charity, which he-has in view on a Sunday, accommodate 
himself in some other way, just as he would if the system 
he reprobates were abolished? A man may suspect his 
call, or it being his duty to aproseart on any apparently 
E 
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good work, if he cannot attend to it without such a 
mode of travelling. This deserves serious thought. It is 
a fearful thing to be accessary to moral crime! ‘TI will 
wash mine hands,” says David, ‘“‘in innocency: so will I 
compass thine altar, O Lord.” 
The running of the mail and the delivery of letters on 
a Sunday, come under as plausible a form as any of the 
law of necessity; but if placed in the balances of the 
sanctuary would be found wanting; if a wise and godly 
legislation could be brought to act upon it, a plan might 
be adopted whereby the present evil and annoyance could 
be obviated, and which would involve very trivial, if any 
inconvenience. One of the best moral enactments of the 
government,—of olden date, but yet retained,—relative to 
the Sabbath, is the non-delivery of letters in the metropolis, 
and the detention of the country mails from London. Why 
not an arrangement be made that the provincial districts 
might be equally favoured with the metropolitan city? 
There was a time,—and in the recollection of persons yet 
alive,—when the mail only ran thrice a week to and from 
some of the largest towns in the kingdom; but now every 
day, and even twice a day. And yet, with the increased 
velocity of travelling, and this multiplied weekly communi- 
cation, the Lord’s-day is determinately retained for the 
same purpose, and made to subservye the interests of 
mammon.—A great battle is now being fought in Scotland, 
in a more than usually strenuous effort to secure the due 
observance of the Sabbath; and this by an interdict upon 
railways, and other modes of secular and pleasure-taking 
pursuits. ‘Arise, O Lord; let not man prevail.” The 
zeal of the Scotch is far more intrepid and undaunted than 
that of the English in defence of the hallowed cause of 
the Lord’s-day. An assertion, however, which some 
Englishmen may not be inclined to admit. But evidences 
prove its truth. Allow them, therefore, due praise. And 
let their example emulate their neighbours, on the southern 
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side of the Tweed, to follow in their steps.—The Wesleyan 
Conference of 1846, has inserted in its Minutes, the 
deliberate judgment and pastoral charge, of the ministers 
assembled, on the following important question :— 

«“Q. XXXIII. Do any recent circumstances, of a 

public nature, call for a renewed expression of the senti- 
ments of the Conference on the REtierous OBsERVANCE 
oF THE SappaTH? 
/ A, The Conference, fully recognizing the Divine 
Institution and perpetual obligation of the Christian Sab- 
bath, views, with deep sorrow and alarm, the growing 
desecration of the Lord’s-day by means of railway travelling 
and steam boat excursions; and feels called upon afresh 
to record its solemn conviction of the claims of the sacred 
day on the universal observance of a christian people, and 
to urge those claims, especially at the present time, on the 
members of our societies and congregations ; and earnestly 
exhorts them to cultivate a more solemn and practical 
regard to that invaluable and divine institution; and to 
withhold their sanction and countenance from every form. 
of Sabbath profanation ; and especially warns them against 
the attractions of ‘cheap trains,” and other facilities to 
the infringement of the sacredness of the Lord’s-day.’’* 


* See a copy of an article which appeared in The Watchman 
Newspaper of January 6, 1847, headed, ‘“‘To James Macericor, 
Esq., Chairman of the South-Eastern and Continental Steam Packet 
Company, The following Memorandum on the subject of the Sunday 
Sailing of the Steam Packets, is respectfully submitted by ALEXANDER 
Swan, Superintendent of Machinery.’’—This production from the 
pen of Mr. Swan, evidently proves him to be thoroughly acquainted, 
both scientifically and practically, with the subject on which he writes, 
He demonstrates from the evidence of experience, that proprietors lose 
more than they gain by the compulsion of their men to labour seven 
days in the week, than they would do by six days only, allowing them 
the rest of the Sabbath. To perpetuate their toil without intermission, 
is exhibited to be injurious to the physical, mental, and moral capa- 
bilities of workmen. 
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Mr. Burder, in his “ Village Sermons” has a very 
excellent discourse on the Sabbath, to which the attention 
of the reader is requested. An extract from which is here 
given as a specimen of its plainness and practical tendency. 
“That cannot be accounted a work of necessity or mercy 
which may be done on Saturday, or deferred till Monday. 
Many abuse the Sabbath by journeys to see their relations 
and friends, which might be taken on other days. Others 
begin or finish journeys on that day, to save their own time 
onweek days. Marriages and funerals are often celebrated 
on the Lord’s-day, which might as well be on another day ; 
for hereby many persons are hindered from the proper 
duties of the Sabbath. Far the greater part of visits made 
on this day are unlawful, as they occupy the time that 
ought to be spent either in public or private worship, and 
divert the mind from religious thoughts. Many vainly 
attempt to sanctify their journeys and visits by going nore 
place of worship, though they spend most of the day eo 
travelling, feasting, or idle conversation ; but this is, m 
many cases, only a refined hypocrisy. Nor is it much 
better for persons to wander miles from home to hear 
different preachers, if they can hear the true gospel at 
home. Even the beasts are not to be employed unneces- 
sarily, though they may doubtless be used, if they are 
conscientiously employed to contribute to our serving God 
the better. Feasting our friends on the Lord’s-day 18 2 
grievous sin, as it employs too much time and care: and 
tends to make persons less fit for devotion. It is als VeTy 
blameable to take up much time in dress; and still more 
so to employ others in it. How sad a reflection is it, that 
ten thousand hair-dressers are perhaps employed every 
Sunday! Not to mention the vast number of coachmen, 
chaise drivers, hostlers, publicans, and servants of all 
descriptions ; thousands of whom are constantly debarred 
from the means of grace, and liye and die like 
heathens.” a 
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The Almighty Lord of heaven and earth, the Judge of 
all men, is no respecter of persons, and will soon call us 
to his bar, when he ‘ will render to every man according 
to his deeds.” All our conduct should therefore be regu- 
lated by keeping this end in view. And as God is holy 
and just, and will in no wise spare the guilty, the Sabbath- 
breaker will have a sorrowful account to give. That he 
does not take speedy vengeance on such, is, because he 
willeth not the death of a sinner, and waiteth to be gracious; 
—he is merciful in the day of visitation, and just in the 
day of judgment.. We are living under a merciful dis- 
pensation: but mercy has its limits; and when the 
boundary of it is crossed, as it will be in death, then he 
who despised or neglected the way of mercy in this world, 
shall meet with judgment without mercy, in the world 
that is to come.—The Mosaic dispensation was a display 
of justice, and of the rectitude of the Divine Character, 
when those who presumptuously sinned against the law of 
God were visited with the punishment of death. See the 
case of the man who “ blasphemed the name of the Lord 
and cursed,” Lev. xxiv. 10—16, 23.* And the “man 
that gathered sticks upon the Sabbath-day,’’ Numb. xv. 
82—86. If, under the christian dispensation, this rigour 


* «¢ However sinful the Jews might have been at this time, we have 
reason to believe that they did not take the name of the Lord in vain ; 
and blasphemy was not known among them. But what shall we say 
of Christians, so called, whose mouths are full of cursing and bitterness ? 
Were every blasphemer among us to be stoned to death, how many of 
the people would fall in every corner of the land! God is long- 
suffering: may this lead them to repentance! We have excellent laws 
against all profaneness; but alas, for our country! they are not 
enforced; and he who attempts to put the laws in force against profane 
swearers, Sabbath-breakers, &c., is considered a litigious man, and a 
disturber of the peace of society! Will not God visit for these things? 
This is not only contempt of God’s holy word and commandments, but 
rebellion against the laws.”’—Dr. Adam Clarke. 
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of justice is not exercised, it is no proof that justice and 
punishment are either annihilated or dispensed with ;— 
they are only suspended, by the long-suffering kindness of 
God, to afford opportunity of repentance. But whilst the 
clemency of heaven is disregarded, we behold, by faith, the 
cloud of divine vengeance to gather blackness against suchas 
persevere in fighting against God, which, in “the great day 
of his wrath” will burst in fury, and tremendously descend 
upon their guilty heads, when they will be left without 
refuge, and without hope, to endure the bitter pains of an 
eternal fire, and the worm that never dies. For, “‘ upon the 
wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an 
horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup.” 
“Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; 
So iniquity shall not be your ruin. Cast away from you 
all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed ; and 
make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye 
die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the 
death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God: wherefore 
turn yourselves, and live ye.” 


of: 


APPENDIX. 


Tur Sabbath question is one—if not entirely yet almost— 
of paramount importance. Let it be viewed in what aspect 
soever it may, as a day hallowed and set apart for religious 
uses, the profanation of it is fraught with the most serious 
consequences ; affecting the moral condition of the com- 
munity at large,—the commercial and political welfare of 
the country,—the domestic comfort of families,—and the 
individual salvation of thousands. Cause and effect are 
sufficiently obvious without much illustration. But to the 
performance of duty the mind has need to be aroused. 
Apathy and indifference are pregnant with moral and 
secular disasters. The most strenuous exertions of a 
christian character are requisite to stem the torrent of 
Sabbath desecration. If the Protestant faith in Great 
Britain is to succumb to Romanism, it will be to the 
opening of a flood-gate to this deprecated evil, and to let 
in as well the tide of innumerable and destructive errors 
and vices. In those countries where Popery prevails and 
is dominant, the fourth Commandment is woefully violated. 
That it is the Lord’s-day, is not to be distinguished from 
other days, unless by a greater profusion of dissipation. 
Theatres, masquerades, gaming houses, and the like,—all 
contribute to obliterate from the mind every trace of moral 
obligation to keep the Lord’s-day. Shops are opened, 
and windows trimmed out in the most attractive forms, as 
though, toa stranger, it were a fair-day. The Catholic 
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authorities, whether religious or secular, are not opposed 
to such proceedings, but afford their countenance and 
support. The same things may be looked for in this 
country if Protestant evangelical influence subside, and 
Popish principles take the reins of government. Ought 
not this very circumstance to arouse and put on the alert 
every true lover of his country and his bible, against the 
encroachments of an enemy like this ?—an enemy to the 
sanctity of the Sabbath,—to God’s truth,—to liberty of 
conscience,—and to a nation’s weal.—And in what con- 
dition is the Church of England to stand the shock of this 
enemy ?—to take the forerank position in the rencounter 
betwixt light and darkness,—truth and error? This 
involves a point of more than ordinary consideration. 

The utility or inutility of a National Church Establish- 
ment to the preservation of Protestantism, and the spread 
of evangelical truth, is a subject of interest and excitement. 
But it is not the intention of the writer to enter the arena 
of debate on this apparently knotty question. A few 
passing remarks, however, may not be considered an undue 
interference, nor will they be construed, it is hoped, into 
inviduous insinuations, by any party that wishes well to 
the spiritual reign of Christ in the hearts of their countrymen. 
If, then, the Establishment is to retain its Protestant cha- 
racter, and give tone to its evangelical doctrines,—than 
which the doctrines of no other church are more scriptural, 
—a deep and extended reformation is absolutely required ; 
and especially in clerical discipline. Those whose business 
it is to guard the fold, should adopt such measures as are 
most likely to prevent the intrusion of men into the pastoral 
office, who, whilst they assume the character of shepherds, 
are mere hirelings; and who “climb up some other way,” 
and do not gain admission by the right door of the fold. 
The consequence is, “the hireling careth not for the sheep.” 
The fleece, and not the flock, is that for which he chiefly 
or solely cares. The terms used by our Lord, “‘ Wolves 
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in sheep’s clothing,”’—“hireling,”—“ climbing over the 
wall,” —* entereth not in by the door,” and other equiva- 
lents, are applicable to such as are admitted into the sacred 
enclosure of the fold of Jesus Christ, who afford evidence, 
if properly scrutinized, that their only motive for the 
ministry is worldly gain ;—a living,—and a richer living, 
—with the appendages of clerical, secular, and political 
honours and emoluments. These are the ungodly,—the 
unconverted,—sacerdotal men, whose agility in field sports 
is either admired or impugned,—attendants at balls and 
theatres,—and who have no objections to resort for 
amusement or gambling to the card or billiard table,—the 
heterodox,—and a host who are far more allied to Rome 
than they are to the Articles and Homilies of their own 
church. This state of things ought not to be. That there 
are clergymen of exemplary character, in ministerial ability 
and fidelity, it is not to be denied,—men of a truly catholic 
spirit,—and whose praise is in allthe churches. But their 
number is very limited when compared with the former. 
Nevertheless, to obviate the evil is the great difficulty. 
Whilst the church is under the control of state policy, 
and its patronage at the disposal of family alliances and 
political favouritism, it is not much likely that amendment 
will take place; for it so happens that those by whom 
the reformation should be attempted, and in whose hands 
it might be safely carried out, are the least disposed to 
make the attempt, their secular interests being interwoven 
with the corruptions deplored. It remains therefore to be 
stated, that rather than “the Church” should impede the 
chariot of the gospel, and construct itself into a powerful 
instrument to let in Popery, it would afford cause of joy 
were the excision knife applied to cut off the state fungus 
which encumbers it, or that it were to sink into annihilation 
as a church establishment. Certainly in this way, if a 
salutary reform and renovation cannot be effected, the bone 


of contention would be removed: Popery would have less 
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to stimulate it in its ambitious project; whilst impure 
minds would have far less temptation to enter the ministry 
under the Episcopal form of church government. And 
then might she not be restored to more than pristine 
vigour? “It may be asked,” writes D’Aubigne, “whether 
the church which was formed in the first century without 
the support of princes, could not in the sixteenth be 
reformed without them? ”’ 
The opinion thus expressed,—though put in the shape 
of a query,—by this unparalleled historian, in opposition 
to the union of church and state, is a subject after all that 
should be resolved into the will of God. If princes and 
legislators were godly men, and imbued with the genuine 
spirit of the gospel, the danger would be less than is 
supposed from the blended influence of the two. Be this 
as it may, the declaration of the indisputable Head of the 
Church is considered to be the rule of judgment on the 
question, ‘‘ My kingdom is not of this world.” In support 
of which there is also adduced the practical working of 
Establishments in all countries from their first adoption, 
and which is set in contrast with the efficiency of christi- 
anity during the first three centuries, when state influence 
and patronage were unassociated with the church. Religion 
is one thing; civil government is another. And whilst it 
is not the province of the latter to interfere with the former 
in attempts to direct and control the conscience, nor to 
make laws for its support, it is the duty of the state to 
protect in equity the rights of all parties against injustice 
and wantonness. But whilst magistrates and officers of 
the legislation have nothing to do, in their official capacity, 
with religious enactments and the sentiments of others, it 
does not imply,—if the state religion should be abolished, 
—that they are free from obligation to God to be of no 
religion at all themselves. The claims of God, and the 
requisitions of the gospel, are equally binding upon all. 
But let a man, whether prince or peasant, be of what 
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persuasion in religion his own conscience and judgment 
dictate to be right. 

Nor is it insinuated that the supremacy of the scriptures 
should be laid aside as the standard of appeal in all acts 
of jurisprudence and legislative arrangements. They 
might appoint—or recommend to the churches—special 
days of humiliation and thanksgiving, as prominent 
occurrences of providence should seem to require; and 
thereby the hand of God publicly acknowledged in fruitful 
seasonsand national prosperity,—his judgments deprecated, 
—and his name exalted as the Sovereign disposer of the 
affairs of men,—the King of kings, and Lord of lords. 

It is suggested also, that the government would not 
do right unless it enacted a fine or punishment upon 
delinquents for drunkenness, profane swearing and Sabbath 
breaking. These, it is true, are moral crimes ; but defined, 
with peculiar perspicuity in the word of God, as flagrant 
evils; and are of such a kind as not to be excluded the 
penal laws of any christian land,—no more than the 
violation of just and equitable rights and liberties, which 
affect the well-being of society. They are crimes which 
ought to be suppressed by the magistracy, as being 
calculated to provoke the displeasure of God, and involve 
the nation in the most disastrous consequences. And there 
is nothing in the attempt that savours of interference with 
the rights of conscience and religious worship. And an 
equal vigilance should be pursued in the detection of the 
guilty culprits, as in cases of injury committed against the 
property, liberties, and lives of any of her Majesty’s 
subjects. 

It would be right also to avoid the application of 
monies from the public revenue to the entire or partial 
support of any religious community, or for the purposes of 
education. Let every distinctive party maintain its own 
ministry and schools; with the admission of voluntary 
assistance from each other. If a cause cannot stand in 
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this position,—that is on its own merits,—let it sink into 
its original insignificance, or oblivion. There is opulence 
enough in the country amongst the aristocracy and gentry 
and others, who avouch their alliance to episcopacy, to 
support their clergy, and twenty or thirty thousand day 
schools besides, without the aid of national funds. And 
they have a right to apply their wealth to these objects if 
they choose without interference or reflection. It would 
be commendable in them to do so. The Dissenters have 
to act in this way: and now also the Free Church of 
Scotland. Noble example! Of all pauperism, the most 
degrading is, for a person who does nothing,—and has done 
nothing,—and often worse than nothing, to be supported 
in affluence, either directly or indirectly, from the public 
purse or nationalrevenue. The expression of the apostle’s 
judgment is, “If a man will not work,”—discharge the 
duties of his calling,—‘‘let him not eat.” But “the 
workman is worthy of his hire.” Yet these ‘“hirelings” 
are found to invalidate the ministry of others, to deal in 
contumacy, frown upon, or tyrannize over, the labourers 
who toil in the vineyard, and who put forth their utmost 


strength 


“«To snatch poor souls out of the fire, 
To quench the brands in Jesu’s blood.” 


And pray what would their object of opposition effect, if 
achieved? It would be to swamp christianity, and reduce 
the Protestantism of the land to a mere moral bog. Look 
at Ireland! 

However feasible a National system of Education may 
appear, the commonwealth of Great Britain is of too 
heterogenous a character for any ministry to safely force 
it upon the reception of the community. The objection 
to such a plan arises not to education itself, but to the 
apparatus by which the scheme is intended to be carried 
out. Is the secular instruction of the schools designed to 
be based upon religion, or to stand entirely apart from it? 
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If the latter, it would be inconsistent, and rejected. And 
if the former, to what party of men can it with safety be 
confided, so as to be properly dovetailed in with the 
scruples of conscience which exist in the country on the 
subject of religion? The influence which the government 
would cast into the scale of the clergy, would no doubt 
greatly preponderate. This would neither be satisfactory 
nor just. Instead of having one Establishment as now 
exists, there would be the operation of a second,—pecu- 
liarly deleterious in its consequences. Political governors 
in general are too secularized in their views and character 
to direct the affairs of religion, and enact laws for mental 
discipline. A free country is not to be taxed in support 
of what either families or individuals have an unalienable 
right to adopt for themselves, both as to the mode of 
divine worship, and manner of intellectual cultivation. 
And as to the clergy, they have sunk too deeply in public 
confidence to be entrusted with the supervision of the 
moral and religious instruction of the young and rising 
generation. It is not likely to sit very easy on the mind 
to be required to pay for the inoculation of the youth of 
the country with the poisonous bud of popish heterodoxy. 
Compromise not your principles! Many may possibly 
mean well. But beware,—‘ there is death in the pot!” 

It is most likely, however, that the concocted scheme 
will be attempted, and also carried, as a government 
measure,—like the Maynooth endowment bill,—unless 
some sudden change take place in the present cabinet, or 
the future parliament be formed of representatives who 
shall be disposed to act in accordance with the views and 
expressed opinions of their constituents. All christian 
men who have committed to their trust the elective 
franchise, ought to be impressed with a deep sense of their 
responsibility to God and their country, so as to muster up 
a sufficiency of moral courage and integrity as to give their 


votes only to such candidates for parliament as are staunch 
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Protestants, and who rightly understand, and will be found 
ever ready to advocate, the principles of religious liberty. 
These restrictions and arrangements, as a brief outline of 
state polity with regard solely to religion,—in consideration 
of disunion from “ the Church,”—could not, with any 
thing like consistency, have affixed to it the stigma of a 
“godless” government. 

The strictures here presented,—and “ dropped in the 
way of a few passing remarks,’’—seem to form upon the 
whole, tolerably correct ideas of the aspect in which the 
church and state question is viewed by those who are in 
favour of an abolition of the union. And these views 
have probably become more seriously regarded of late,— 
by persons who, though not immediately in the Establish- 
ment, have had no antipathy to a state church,—on account 
of the recent popish and puseyite mania, and the prevalent 
intolerant hostility which exists amongst the clergy to 
dissenters. The reformation anticipated is tardy: and 
“hope deferred maketh the heart sick.”—-These remarks 
are not made but with the most pure intention to defend 
the cause of truth and righteousness. But if in any of 
them the writer has been mistaken,—and fallibility is the 
condition of man,—he shall feel himself subject to correc- 
tion. Some of the observations may seem to fall heavy in 
certain quarters: but is there not a cause? 

What departures soever from the word of God may 
exist in ecclesiastical affairs, whether in polity or doctrine, 
and which may call forth animadversion, do not justify in 
any one the indulgence of an acrimonious spirit. The 
truly conscientious and good, who possess no secular right 
of interference, (as in the church and state question for 
instance,) are disposed to tranquillity, rather than make 
the errors and evils which they deplore, a topic of angry 

disputation. The contention to which they resort is with 
God in prayer for their removal, and not the adoption of 
any violence either in word or deed. Agreeably to the 
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apostolic injunction, prayer to God, and a devout and 
grateful acknowledgment, are primary duties of every 
christian. ‘I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplica- 
tions, prayers, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
for kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 
For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour, who will have all men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth.” 1 Tim. ii. 1—4. | 


Since writing this article, and just previously to its 
going to press, it is strongly reported that the Education 
Bill is about to pass with all possible speed, but under 
such modifications as to assume an almost entirely new 
aspect. That it is to be exceedingly liberal; and yet with 
such safeguards that the authorised version of the Pro- 
testant Scriptures is only to be introduced into the schools, 
and to be daily read by all the children who receive 
instruction. So far so good, if the plan can be carried out, 
and in fidelity maintained. However, this alteration has 
operated, it would seem, so as to conciliate several parties to 
its adoption, or at least to afford it no resistance, and who 
had previously been hostile to the bill altogether. Be this 
as it may, the voluntary principle is the more equitable 
and christian course, and at some distant period there is 
little reason to doubt, will be so demonstrated. Neverthe- 
less, if the government plan be so tolerant and religiously 
Protestant as it is said to be,—and as the general education 
of the young is so important and urgent,—rather than the 
greater part of the youth of the country should be left 
without education, the paternal intentions of the govern- 
ment had better be received. It must be admitted that 
the prospect is very faint,—righteous and desirable as it 
is,—of the voluntary system being carried out to an extent 
that is calculated to mect the exigencies of the case. 
There is too much apathy on the subject of education 
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throughout the country generally, not excepting the very 
parties themselves who are the advocates of voluntaryism. 
They talk and debate, but who gives? Some do,—many 
do; but not in proportion by far to their numbers, Take 
for example the Wesleyans. The Conference and its 
Committee of Education took up the subject four years 
ago, and prosecuted the object with great ardour and 
praise-worthy enterprise. But what did they effect? A 
great deal, some may say. So they did, comparatively 
speaking: they raised the sum of £20,000 by hard and 
plodding effort. A paltry sum for so noble an object, and 
as the basis of their extensive and benevolent design. 
£100,000 on that occasion ought to have been raised: and 
if the laity had given in proportion to their means 
(honourable exceptions there were) as their ministers gave, 
much more than that sum would have appeared. Tens of 
thousands gave nothing, or next to nothing; and they 
remain in the same position,—as to the purposes of general 
education. And up to the present time, in many of the 
circuits, not a solitary Day School is established.*—Then 
how does the question stand? Why, if the men, in all 
communities, so zealous in the advocacy of the voluntary 
principle, are so inconsistent and defective in their zeal as 


* A reason may be assigned in part for this. The country societies 
are seldom numerous in one place, and: for the most part poor; so 
that it would not be possible for a single society, in the greater number 
of places, to uphold the expenses of a Day School. Yet it might be 
done in many towns where it is not attempted. If the affluent were to 
give of their redundant property, say £50 a year, to the support of a 
Day School,—on the Glasgow Training System for instance,—what 
harm would it do them? and what a blessing they might be. The day 
of eternity could only unfold the good that would result therefrom. 
In this way, very many Schools might be established; in connection 
with all persons doing something according to their means. It is not 
intended to lay the whole weight upon the rich, and exempt others 
from the burden—no, the privilege of giving ! 
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to neglect the essential thing, they will, forthwith, upon 
the bill passing, be required to advance a much larger 
amount of money,—for government measures are not 
always the cheapest,—in the form of a public tax, levied 
upon them by legislative enactment. This is all. The 
work will be done ;—but probably not so well, and certainly 
not so much to the liking, as in their own way, if they had 
been wise enough to have taken the business into their 
own hands at an earlier period. But the opportunity is 
past; and submission remains very possibly the only 
alternative. May God defend the right ; and by his over- 
ruling providence guide to the adoption of such means as 
will best secure to the children of our beloved country an 
education which at once combines both what is secular 
and religious, that the mind being imbued with knowledge 
derived from the pure word of God, their literary and 
secular attainments may be made subservient to the great 
purpose of glorifying God both on earth and in heaven. 
The poor, no doubt, in general, will avail themselves of 
the boon thus offered them in behalf of their offspring, 
whilst it imposes no restrictions which are hostile to the 
dictates of an enlightened conscience. 

Still there remains, it will be said, the objectionable 
aspect of a public tax,—a compulsory support of what 
ought to be voluntary. So there does; if, at least, the 
measure,—which has not yet fully come to light,—is to 
receive an adoption in that form. It possibly may be in 
some other way- But if not, is the objection altogether 
insurmountable? The writer must confess that such is his 
anxiety for the education of the children of the poor, that 
he is almost tempted to cede this point,—provided there 
be scriptural equality, and a guarantee against party 
usurpation. Although the plan is not the best, in the 
provision of its funds; yet as the great mass of the 
community is reluctant to advance a voluntary aid, in what 
way is the object otherwise to be secured? Of the two 
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evils, the less should be chosen. To say the most, the 
objection to the rate does not, or need not, so much affect 
the conscience as it turns upon a matter of opinion and 
convenience ; and might be solved by our Lord’s conduct 
in the case of tribute being demanded of him, Matt. xvii. 
24—27. We have yet a Protestant Sovereign on the 
throne, and the nation is professedly Protestant; why not 
then unite in support of scriptural education ?—if so be 
the Bible, and the Bible only, and nothing but the Bible is 
to be the basis of the religious instruction to be given in 
the schools. The Evangelical Alliance would hardly 
oppose it. ‘ 

But how is the rate to be levied? and how is it to be 
applied? These are among the weighty difficulties the 
government has to surmount, to give satisfaction. The 
source of payment most likely will be the public revenue, 
as it will give the least trouble and annoyance to govern- 
ment, and be the most agreeable to the advocates of the 
measure, and to parties not excluded the grant, and such 
_ as are willing to accept it. But some would suggest that 

an equitable rate be universally levied, allowing each rate- 
payer to specify distinctly the schools to which he would 
have his own tribute applied. And then to allow the 
respective communities to recommend candidates to be 
trained as teachers, or to select for their own schools such 
teachers as have passed the ordeal of examination, a 
respective partiality being avoided in the admission of 
persons to be educated as teachers. The government to 
exercise its own wisdom in the literary training of the 
masters, and in what might be deemed an aptitude to teach, 
with other secular qualifications. Certainly no pains ought 
to be spared in having thoroughly good teachers. If this 
is not attained, every thing else falls to the ground. But 
to the plan of a universal rate there would be found serious 
objections,—independently of the ultra opponents of any 
tax whatever. The mode of collecting the levy would 
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beget animosity and debate, and the exercise of undue 
influence. It would be a sort of annual electioneering 
ferment. 

Another obstacle is presented, more difficult—to the 
religiously conscientious—than that which is merely finan- 
cial. What is to become of our Sunday Schools? Is the 
Church, or are the Wesleyans or Dissenters, to coerce the 
children to attend their particular place of worship on the 
Sabbath, by a refusal to educate them on the week-days? 
If so, “To your tents, O Israel!” The writer is decidedly 
averse to bigotry and intolerance, let it emanate from what 
quarter soever it may. It is not for mere party purposes 
that this great work of education is to be prosecuted, but 
the instruction of the ignorant,—the reformation of the 
vicious,—and the training up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, multitudes of children who would otherwise 
remain neglected and abandoned, that they may be evan- 
gelized and saved. This is a noble and praise-worthy 
object, in which whoever is the most successful, that success 
ought to incite in every one that beholds it, the sentiment 
expressed by the apostle, ‘I therein do rejoice, yea, and will 
rejoice.” It isnot to be forgotten—at present at least—that 
however honorable is the conduct of her Majesty’s Ministers, 
and pure and liberal their intentions, in the measure they 
are about to adopt, the clerical chieftains connected with 
the first formation of the bill, intended by it the extinction, 
of Dissenters’ Sabbath Schools, and to weaken the preya- 
lence of secession. But they might as well attempt to pluck 
the sun from its orbit. If, however, their motives are 
changed, and they are disposed to concilitate the good of 
all parties, and to work in unison with them, it will be 
‘‘q feather in the cap” that has not been wont to appear, 
And if the wearing of it should be perpetuated, it is a 
circumstance that will be both gladly and gratefully hailed, 
And it would be one of the most likely ways for the Church 
to gain public confidence and commendation. Nevertheless 
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it will be necessary to give a close look out, lest a loop-hole 
should be presented by which to escape the fraternal yoke 
that has been so suddenly and unexpectedly put upon them 
by a more liberal minded and an influential aristocracy.— 
But all is yet in comparative obscurity. The writer is 
ignorant of the precise nature of the bill from any author- 
ised communication. A few days, or weeks at farthest, 
it is likely will divulge the whole scheme ; when, no doubt, 
the public mind will be variously excited. Some will be 
amazed,—others disappointed,—many gratified. It is not 
possible, however, let it be what it may, that it should give 
perfect satisfaction to any party. But if upon the whole 
it should be found calculated to expand and raise the 
human intellect and christianize the young; and at the 
same time to stand clear of bigotted sectarianism, it will 
deserve the meed of praise from a generous community. 
If people cannot obtain all they could wish, they should 
accept of what is offered them of good with thankfulness. 
Let us hope for the best, without expecting too much from 
man; nor place reliance on any merely human construction, 
whatever of excellence it may assume, but on the power 
and wisdom and grace of God. 

“‘ Except the Lord conduct the plan, 

The best concerted schemes are vain, 

And never can succeed ; 
We spend our wretched strength for nought ; 
But if our works in thee be wrought, 
They shall be blest indeed.’’ 


“Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him; that 
glory may dwell in our land.” Psalm Ixxxv. 9. 


In accordance with what has already been remarked,— 
and whilst in the midst of conflicting opinions,—it may be 
observed in conclusion, that if statesmen, or other commu- 
nities of persons, can dispense with religious responsibility 
to God, either for themselves or in the education of the 
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young, it is no reason that others should. Such as believe 
the Bible and act on its imperative claims, almost uniformly 
consider that the juvenile population of the country had 
better remain without secular education, on an extended 
National system, than to exclude from it that which is 
evangelically religious, and as derived from the pure word 
of God contained in the entire authorised version of the Old 
and New Testaments. Education, when carried out to a 
liberal extent, is dangerous if not subordinated to correct 
views of. the government of God, both in providence and 
grace. There is another world besides the present. The 
soul is immortal, and is capable of the endurance of endless 
pain, or of everlasting bliss. This is not to be blinked. 
The present life of man is continued by the great Author 
of our being to attain the important and primary object of 
the knowledge of the only true and living God, and of 
Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. “This is life eternal.” 
Is it safe then, from squeamishness, or any other cause, 
to neglect the inculcation of this knowledge during the 
period of youth? And at the same time to be assiduous 
in placing an instrument in their hands, which they would 
be in danger of turning to destructive purposes, and that 
solely for the want of moral inclination and ability to 
rightly use it. If, then, in these extended schools, the 
masters are not required to afford credible evidence of 
personal piety, nor to teach christianity to the children, — 
say on the principles of “ the Evangelical Alliance,”—they 
would prove hot-beds to produce and send forth, rather 
than otherwise, swarms of political demagogues and 
intellectual sceptics. The children of the poor should be 
educated; but it would be deleterious to attempt it, on an 
enlarged scale, unless they are trained to know their duty 
both to God and man. Set before them, and inculcate on 
their minds, the fear of God, a sense of their depravity, and 
the principles and doctrines of the Gospel, and they cannot 
well do otherwise than cheerfully discharge the duties of 
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their providential position in society. And there is no need 
to fear, that in this combined form of tuition, the secular 
instruction would be impeded by that which is religious. 
An apprehension of this kind is ill-founded. It will more 
immediately facilitate their improvement in all elementary 
knowledge, when judiciously managed. This mode of 
education is pursued in the efficient Glasgow Moral 
Training System. It is dishonourable to God to attempt 
education whilst cautiously secluding his influence from 
the province of the mind. Religious principles are sub- 
servient to the preservation of science from the exertion 
of an injurious influence, which it is wont to put forth 
when planted in the corrupt soil of moral depravity and 
the pride of the human heart; and are calculated at the 
same time to direct its use to the most important advantages. 
It might be asked, in which class of society is the 
greater number of persons to be found in the possession 
of vital godliness, the rich or the poor?—the learned or 
illiterate ?—-among those who have had a liberal anq 
classical education, or such of the labouring class whose 
instruction has been derived chiefly from the Sabbath 
School and the ministry of the plainest preachers of the 
gospel? Let this question be solved before arguments are 
adduced in favour of the boasted advantages of a secular 
education, independently of a strict regard to moral and 
religious training. A correct acquaintance with gospel 
truths, is a quality of knowledge to be preferred to the 
highest attainments of literature, when separately found 
in individuals; but to be destitute of the former, and for 
the same persons to know nothing of the rudiments of 
learning, is a condition extremely deplorable and wretched. 
The present measure of the Council of Education, 
which is now pending in parliament, and which has created 
in the public mind such conflicting opinion, if it pass into 
law, and be so framed and worded that it cannot be used 
coersively in the suppression of Sabbath schools, or the 
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denial of week-day instruction to children on the ground 
of their attendance elsewhere on the Lord’s-day, and the 
bill be so constructed as to secure the strictly religious and 
scriptural character of the schools, and at the same time 
that they be maintained restrictively Protestant,—for what 
has the country to do with the support of an education, the 
religion of which is denounced in the bible as antichrist, 
and which the nation solemnly declares to be both “ super- 
stitious and idolatrous,” any more than it has to do with the 
support of judaism, mohammedanism, and infidelity **—if 
in these respects the law of National Education be so con- 
structed, how may it not be expected to operate upon future 
generations with regard to the GREAT SABBATH QUESTION? 
It may reasonably be expected that a more extensive com- 
pliance to the Divine injunction will be observed, “Ye 
shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary.” 


* The motives for this are more fully given in the Introductory 
Observations, to the careful consideration of which the reader is again 
called ; and especially so, if he think the writer illiberal and contracted 
in his sentiments. It is not to be forgotten, that the Romanists are 
not prohibited the privilege of education in the projected government 
schools, any more than other classes of her Majesty’s subjects. All 
are to have equal opportunity of admission. If they do not avail them- 
selves of the offer, it is se{f exclusion, and entirely voluntary on their 
own part. The authorised version of the scriptures they would wish to 
supersede by the introduction of a spurious version. Isit right that 
the country and Protestantism should be taxed to teach the dogma of 
Popery? How, in conscience,—if conscience and not expediency be 
allowed to decide,—can they stand clear before God? Besides, they 
will have the right of teaching what they please of religion, both at 
home and on the sabbath in their own places of worship. There can 
be no particular hardship in the acceptance of these advantages. Truth 
must not succumb toerror. The boon is not to be abandoned because 
of unreasonable objectors. There may, however, be a plan devised 
whereby the Roman Catholic children shall be separately and secularly 
educated. This might meet the case, without the compromise of Pro- 
testant principle. 
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